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FOREWORD 


These Course Outlines are planned to help you improve the 
language program in your school. Volunteer committees working 
under the Director of the Department of Instruction have attempted 
to bring you the latest principles and practices that have contributed 
to the development of some outstanding programs in this field. It 
is our sincere hope that you may find the materiais presented in 


these Outlines of real service to you. 


John T. Dunlap 


Superintendent 
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PREFACE 

This program for language instruction is built on the philosophy that the 
most important ability to improve human understanding is the ability to com - 
municate effectively clear-cut ideas, feelings and attitudes. 

The program provides a well-balanced program for both oral and written 
language activities. 

We believe in the world today children need to be taught to listen attentively. 
They need practice in listening to appraise intellizently, to judge objectively, 


and to appreciate understandingly according to the particular occasion. 
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Language in the Total School Program 


The teaching of language cannot be delegated solely to the fifteen or twenty 
minutes a day that has been allotted to it. Correct spoken and writen English 
need to be a part of each subject taught throughout the day. The ability to speak 
and write well and to express oneself accurately and facilely is the mark of an 
educated person and can only be acquired through use and constant evaluation. 
Certain activities may be set up as a part of the whole-school program that 
will serve as an incentive for the improvement of oral and written language through - 
out the school, 
Such activities as these may be tried: 


Be 


b. 


Ce 


d. 


Co 


Survey the oral language used on the playgrounds as a basis for prac- 
tice in better usage. Errors spoken in one community may not be those 
heard predominantly in another. 

The meticulous care of all teachers in using correct written and oral 
English in their classrooms will serve as a pattern for better usage by 
the children. 

An adequate library of poetry anthologies should be furnished in the 
building. 

It should be decided as a matter of building policy how often a sample 
of written work from each child is to be corrected for all errors which 
should be learned at that grade level. (Once a week should not be con- 
sidered too often. ) 

Assemble the outstanding creative writings of the pupils and have them 
typed by the office clerk to be placed in a scrapbook that can be kept in 
the building library or otherwise made available for the enjoyment and 
inspiration of the pupils. 

Permit a child who has written or has told a story well to go to other 
rooms to read or tell it. 

Organize Better-English Clubs in the classrooms with activities that 
should build better speech habits. 

Develop an interest in words and a respect for vocabulary growth at all 
grade levels. 

Include a short original poem or an anecdote written by a pupil in the 
monthly home bulletin. 

Assemble a file of written work to be saved and added to each year 
shcwing the child's progress in written English from grade one through 
grade six. Two or three samples each year are adequate to show pro- 
gress. 
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TEACHING LANGUAGE IN GRADE ONE 


Committee Members: 


Chairman: Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs, 


Lela Eck 

Ruth VonAhlfeldt 
Lena Pulliam 
Anna Lorimor 
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Grade One 


A. 


Time Allotment - 15 minutes daily 


B. Prerequisites - Abundant oral language experiences in kindergarten, 

C. Sequential importance of subject. 

A continuation of the development of the ability to express oneself well 
enough that others can share his ideas and experiences. 

Objectives 

A. To give the child experience in expressing his ideas, experiences, feel- 
ings and emotions for a better integration of personality. 

B. To center the language experiences of children around their everyday 
interests in order to stimulate an interchange of thoughts and ideas in 
the course of normal living. 

C. To provide a rich school environment to stimulate exchange of ideas. 

D. To provide many interesting experiences in school that will serve as a 
common background for all children. 

E. To set up a pattern for good listening. 

F, To keep in mind that good language is one of the first needs of a child. 


Training in good language habits. both speaking and listening, is an ali- 
day-long process, 


Scope of the Program 


A. 


Oral Language 
Children need to develop the ability to express ideas and experiences 
clearly, freely, and concisely. They need to develop the ability to tell 
a story in proper sequence. They need to take interest in simple drama- 
tizations of stories, nursery rhymes, life situations and songs. Vocabu- 
lary growth needs to be enriched and encouraged. The oral language 
program should offer opportunity for learning and using social courtesy. 
1. Language Activities for Developing Oral Expression 
a. Informal Conversation 
The conversation period is a social experience and provides 
a time for training in courtesy,. Children learn to express 
themselves more clearly and easily when relating personal 
experiences, and it provides an opportunity to the teacher to 
note speech defects. 
b. Dramatic Play 
Children play house, store, or doctor in their own way, often 
with little regard for accuracy of timing or details. They may 
act out a story they heard from audio-visual aids, they read 
from their readers or was read to them by their teacher. 
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Group Planning and Discussion 
The teacher may suggest that children use people as resources 
for learning, as grocerman, postman, mother, or daddy. A 
grocery store may be set up and practice may be given in play- 
ing store. The part of a policeman may be acted out as child- 
ren cross the street. Discussion of safety rules may follow 
this practice. 
Reports of Observation 
Materials for reports ranges from pets, weather, excursions, 
holidays, seasons, and birthdays, to means of travel, programs, 
and movies. Making up original stories is a consuming interest 
of some groups and of some children in all groups. They may 
plant seeds and discuss them as they grow. 
Devices and Suggestions for Teachers for the Oral Language 
Program 
(1) Plan a daily period with practice periods to develop 
language skills. 
(2) Plan some time each day to read and tell stories to 
children. 
(3) Read poetry to children at the time it fits into the 
subject matter. 
(4) Permit children to copy the poems they wish to collect. 
(5) Choral reading is a valuable practice to improve enuncia- 
tion, and for learning to read to express meaning. 
List of poems suitable for choral reading in first grade: 
A Dillor, a Dollar 
Hippety-hop to the Barber Shop 
Bye, Baby Bunting 
Sleep, Baby, Sleep 
Ride a Cock Horse 
Wee Willie Winkie 
Buckingham Palace 
Hickory, Dickory, Dock 
The Mitten Song 
Hot Cross Buns 
(6) Learning to make introductions and how to greet people 
is important social practice for the first grade child. 
He learns how a person is introduced. 
He learns how to greet people who visit him. 
He needs practice in introducing other children. 
He should learn to thank his hosts for entertainment after 
receiving hospitality. As new children come to school, 
or when parents or other visitors come in to visit, child- 
ren can be introduced to them and be taught to acknowledge 
the introductions. They learn to be hosts by inviting other 
rooms into the room and they learn to be guests by return- 
ing the visit. 
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(7) Children need experience in carrying messages, They 
can give a news report or prepare a summary of achieve- 
ment to parents. A child may give a message to the 
school clerk. He needs to present the essential facts clearly 
and concisely. Children may also announce plays, reports 
from newspapers, etc. 

(8) Children need to learn telephone courtesy. Practice 
with toy phones can be fun as well as realistic. 

(9) Dictation forms a bridge to written language. Children 
learn to dictate stories, poems, notes, and letters for 
the teacher to write down. In this way they begin to see 
the value of written language. 

(10) Children need to learn to listen and respond to explanations 
and directions. The teacher explains the lesson. She 
gives directions for doing the work. A child may explain 
how to cross the street, how to act in the room, or how to 
plant seeds. Children like to explain pictures they paint 
or crayon. 

(11) The Show-Share-and Tell period is popular with the first 
grade, Children may bring science materials to show and 
talk about. The teacher may direct the interest in an ob- 
ject into further study. A child may show objects brought 
from atrip. Another may show some of his family's na- 
tive customs. Others may bring toys and treasures from 
home to show and talk about. 

(The Show-Share-and-Tell period should be a worthwhile 
time. The materials shown should be worthwhile and 
stimulating. Everyone should listen carefully to the speaker. 
The teacher should not use this period as fill-in time while 
she makes a report or counts lunch money. She should 
listen carefully herself and encourage the children to ask 
questions to further develop an interest. ) 

Developing Better Speech Habits 

Children are influenced by the teacher's voice, enunciation, 

pronunciation, choice of words, and sentence structure. They 

serve as models for the children. 

Children with hearing handicaps are apt to develop personality 

traits which are the direct outgrowths of the inability to communicate. 

Any child suspected of hearing difficulty should be referred to the 

nurse for a hearing test and, if necessary, to the speech therapist 

for corrective speech. 

Negativism and rebeiiion against pressures and demands may show 

themselves in the chi'd's language behavior. 
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Firsthand and vicarious experiences are essential to language 

development. Field trips, experimentation, and various types 

of individual exploration are used when they seem to be of value. 

Reading and audio-visual materials supply vicarious experiences. 

Learning through Listening 

All children in the first grade should be guided in the ability to 

listen attentively, quietly, and courteously. At the time the group 

is participating in conversation the speaker should not be inter- 
rupted nor should he be asked to repeat what he has told the group. 

Activities for Developing the Habit of Listening 

a. Records Have children listen to a story recording, sing 
@ song along with a musical record, say nursery rhymes which 
require listening to keep in time with music, etc. 

b. Radio Have the children listen to weather reports, a story 
hour, or music on the radio and report to the class what they 
heard. 

c. Sounds in Environment Have children listen to everyday 
sounds around them -- ticking of watches, wind in the trees, 
airplanes, etc. -- and imitate and describe them. 

d. Community Helpers Children should listen to community 
helpers and other visitors who come to school to talk to them. 

e. Story Hour Children should listen to stories, nursery rhymes, 
jingles, poems, etc. read by the teacher. 

f. Directions Children should learn to listen carefully to direc- 
tions so that they need not be repeated, Should it be necessary 
to repeat directions, a good listener in the class should be 
asked to repeat, and should be complimented for good listening. 

g- Announcements Children should cease all other activities 
to listen attentively to announcements given by teacher, prin- 
cipal, or other pupils. 

h. Music Children should listen to music for appreciation. 

i. Audience Situations Children should be able to listen attentively 
to a dramatic performance, a program, or a movie in an 
assembly room. 

j- Listening Games Such games as "Dog and the Bone", "Guess 
Who", etc. develop the ability to listen carefully. 

k, Tape Recorder Recording children's reading and have them 
listen to the results should improve the ability to listen as 
well as the ability to read. 

Factors that Influence Listening 

a. Physical Conditions Such physical conditions as hard of hear- 
ing, overtiredness, or some body ailment make for flighty 
attention. 

b. Physical Environment Poor listening results when the room 
is too warm, too humid, or chilly, or there are distracting 
noises. 
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c. Psychological Causes Certain attitudes and personality 
traits result in poor listening. 

d. Prejudice Prejudice, lack of sympathy for the speaker, 
boredom, lack of interest, inability to keep up with the speak- 
er's vocabulary may result in poor listening. 

B. Written Expression 
Children should learn that a simple sentence begins with a capital 
letter and ends with a period or question mark. 
1. Some Activities for Written Work 

a. Charts Children dictate ideas for the teacher to place on the 
chalkboard. The teacher later copies them on a chart. 

b. Dictating an Invitation The teacher writes the children's 
ideas on the chalkboard and the children copy the sentences. 
Invitations may be to a party, to their parents to visit a 
school function, to another class, etc. 

c. Class Rules Children under the guidance of the teacher set 
up class rules. They are printed on a chart by the teacher. 

d. Records Monthly charts are made to show birthdates. They 
tell the day some child has a birthday. Records may also 
be kept to show the birds, animals, etc. children have met in 
science. 

e. Listings Lists may be made of words used. Various articles 
in the room may be labeled. 

f, Letter Writing Dictating and writing short letters to absent 
children is good social practice. Thank-you notes and notes 
of request may also be dictated. 

ge Experiences Dictating and writing short sentences about an 
experience, trip, or film the children have enjoyed is good 
practice. By the end of the year some children are able to 
write original sentences. 

h. Description Give the children a picture and have them write 
a story about it. 

i. Films The-children see a film and then dictate a few sentences 
about what they saw. 

2. Situations Which Lead to Written Expression in the First Grade 

The following situations offer an opportunity for written expression. 

a. Dramatizations or playing games together. Writing the 
dialogue. 

b. Taking messages. 

ce. Taking trips. 

d. Planning a party. 

e. Celebrating a birthday. 

f. Extending invitations. 

ge Giving a program. 
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h. Using the telephone. 

i. Recording observations in science. 

je Care of pets. 

k. Making collections. Labels and signs. 

1. Growing plants from seeds. 

m. Gardening. 

mn. Using clay, crayons, or tempera paint. 

o. Listening toa story. Writing what it is about. 
pe Sharing experiences. 

q- Reading to children. 


IV. Instructional Material 


A. 


B. 


Textbook There is no text in the hands of the children. A suggested 


handbook for teachers is Language Learnings by Matilda Bailey, Edna 


M. Horrocks, and Esther Torreson, published by American Book Co. 
Audio-Visual Aids (Consult Dist. 60 Audio-Visual Catalog.) 
1. Using films. The following films may be seen and then dramatized; 
The Gingerbread Boy 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
Three Billy Goats Gruff 
The Three Pigs 
Brer Rabbit and the Tar Baby 
2. Using Filmstrips. The following filmstrips are suitable for 
first grade: 
(a) To teach manners and consideration of others: 
Honesty 
Manners at Home 
Manners at Parties 
Manners at School 
Manners in. Public 
Manners While Visiting 
Kindness 
Sharing the Ball 
(b) To teach citizenship: 
The New Pupil 
Our Job in School 
Part of the Team 
Promptness 
School Helpers 
Sharing 
Working Together 
Thankfulness 
Willingness 
Our School 
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(c) To pronounce and speak clearly: sas ed 
Beginning Sounds 
Consonant Sounds 
Hearing Sounds in Words. 
Letters and Sounds. 
Rhyme Time. 
Test Yourself on Sounds. 
Your Eyes and Ears are Helpers. 
3. Using Records for listening. 
Listening Activities, Vol. I, Il, and III 
Pitts and Tipton, R.C.A. 
Rhythmic Activities, Primary, Vol. I and III 
Pitts and Tipton, R.C.A. 
Singing Activities, Primary grades, R.C.A,. 
Sounds Around Us, Wayne Griffith, Scott-Foresman 
Time for Poetry, May Arbuthnot, Scott-Foresman 
C. Reading for Teachers 


Language in the Elementary School, 
Paul McKee, 1939 


Teaching Language in the Elementary School, 
Mildred Dawson, 1951 

Language in the Elementary School, 
Ruth Strickland, 1957 

English Is Our Language, 
Ruth Strickland, 1950 

"Teaching Listening in the Elementary School," 
Paul C. Burns, January, 1961 


Learning to Listen, Speak, and Write, 
Monroe, Nichols, and Greet, 1960 


Evaluation of Student Achievement. 

Teachers may evaluate progress in the use of language by recalling the 
use of language at the beginning of the year. 

Are these children expressing themselves more fluently? 

Do they use more descriptive language ? 

Are all of them more willing to express themselves ? 

Are they making fewer mistakes in language usage? 

Do they listen more attentively to each other and to the teacher's directions ? 
Keeping records of improvement. Keeping portfolios of written work 
throughout the year will show improvement in written work. 

Tape recordings taken at intervals throughout the year will indicate the 
extent of improvement in oral expression. 
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TEACHING LANGUAGE IN GRADE TWO 


Committee Members: 


Chairman: Miss Esther Hubbard 
Mrs. Adelaide Bertholf 
Miss Nancy Lovejoy 
Mrs. Lucille Williams 
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I. Grade Two 


15 minutes daily allotment. 

Prerequisite: Review and continuation of first grade practices. 
Sequential importance of subject. 

Continue emphasizing good oral expression and introduce the begin- 
nings of written language. Continue working to establish good listening 
habits. 


II. Objectives 


A. 


B. 


In order to participate in a democratic society adequate communicative 
skills are necessary. Every child needs to develop those skills. 
Because a child's growth in the communicative skills is so closely 
linked with the development of his personality he should be given the 
opportunity to develop the language skills far as he is able. 

Because a child uses language to serve a variety of purposes he should 
have guided experience in such purposes as: to express meaning, to 
express feelings, to share his experiences, to describe objects and 
experiences, to gain information, to give directions, to explain, to 
enjoy rhythm, word pictures and humor. 

At this level in the language program children need experience to: 
Develop better oral expression. 

Develop good listening habits and good habits of observation. 

Using written communication effectively. 

Use the dictionary (picture dictionaries and pupil-constructed dictionaries), 
Develop good study skills. 

Develop creative expression, oral and written. 

Learn what is better in literature, radio, and television. 

Practice courteous ways of acting and speaking as acceptable manner 
of behavior, 


Ili. Scope of the Second Grade Program. 


A. 


Oral Expression. 
Following are activities that may be carried on in the area of oral 
expression. 
1, Story - telling. 
Personal experiences. 
Original imaginary stories. 
Stories from pictures. 
Retelling of stories read or heard. 
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Standards for good story-telling should be set up, such as good 
posture, clear voice, facial gestures, etc. The standards set up 
will depend upon the particular needs of the group. 
A program of story-telling may be used to entertain parents or 
other rooms. 
2. Conversation. 
Spontaneous conversation. 
Experiences and observations in and out of school. 
Ideas gained from family and friends. 
Stories told and read in school. 
Greetings, farewells, and courtesy to visitors. 
Use of the telephone. 
Introductions. 
3. Discussion. 
Plans for school or group enterprises. 
Plans for observational trips. 
Meeting classroom or playground problems. 
Poems and stories read by the pupils or teacher. 
4. Show, share, and tell. 
(This is a valuable program, but it should not be allowed to 
become so repetitious it becomes mere routine. A number of 
skills can be developed here in oral language and listening. ) 
5. Reporting. 
Books, television, and radio programs. 
Cbservations and descriptions. 
Interviews. 
{essages and announcements. 
News 
6. Explanations, directions, and asking permission. 
Asicing for or giving information or assistance. 
Asking for or giving guidance in making or doing something. 
Asking or giving permission. 
7. Interviews. 
8, Dramatization. 
Dramatic play. Acting out home or community pursuits. 
Playing a favorite story. 
Playing original stories. 
Dramatizing safety or health practices. 
Dramatizing courtesy practices, such as introductions and 
greetings of visitors. 
Rehearsed play for an assembly. 
Pantomines and shadow plays. 


Puppetry. 
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Speech Skills. 
1. Modulate the voice to reflect mood and meaning. 
2. Make the voice audible and pleasing to hearers. 
3. Enunciate and pronounce clearly. 
4. Sound beginning and ending letters and blends correctly. 
Pronounce words correctly. 
Avoid running words and sentences together. 
5. Practice correct usage. 

Realize what is wrong in connection with common errors in the 


ae i(ssemeee «eee = Genoa 


come, is, and was. 
Name yourself last. 
Become familiar with and use words that mean the opposite. 
Become familiar with and use words that mean almost the same. 
Avoid the use of too many "'and's". 
Vocabulary Growth. sO 
1, Use correctly and appropriately new words met during a field 
trip, a short excursion, or while listening to a guest speaker. 
2. Look for and listen for "picture words" in sentences and stories. 
3. Use intelligently such technical words, as: sentence, capital 
letter, small letter, periods, question mark, exclamation mark, 
quotation mark, apostrophe, greeting, closing, margin, and head- 
ing. 7 
Sentence Sense and Thought Organization. 
1. Recognize that a sentence tells or asks something. 
2. Recognize that a sentence has a complete "sound" or thought. 
3. Express ideas or facts in order. 
Written Expression. 
Activities. 
1. Copywork from chalkboard. 
Cooperative story written by the teacher but composed by the group. 
Personal notes. 
Announcements. 
News of the day. 
Weather reports. 
Courtesy rules. 
Safety rules. 
Words in alphabetical order. 
Invitations. 
Poems. 
Group letter. 
2. Independent writing. 
Own name and personal information. 
Labels, 
Picture captions. 
Brief story. 
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Sentences using spelling words. 
Ending for an unfinished story. 
Letter to a friend or relative. 
Get-well notes. 
Invitations, 
Simple notes of thanks. 
Experience stories. 
Creative stories. 
Announcements for bulletin boards. 
Book reports. 
Class news or school news. 
3. Dictation of simple sentences. 
Writing Skills. 
1. Manuscript. 
Use correct spacing and letter forms. 
Using correct manuscript form. 
Head all papers according to locally prescribed forms. 
Leave margins. 
Write neatly, conforming to prescribed size and forms for all 
letters. 
Z. Punctuation. 


Become aware of capitals, periods, commas, and other punctuation 


as''starters and stoppers" to aid the reader. 
Use a period at the end of a statement. 
Use a question mark at the end of a question. 
Use an exclamation mark to express strong feeling. 
Use quotations for direct quotations. 
Use an apostrophe to show ownership and in contractions. 
Use a comma in dates, ina series, in direct quotations, in 
addresses, in greetings, in letters, and in personal notes. 
3. Capital letters. 
Use a capital letter in writing the pronoun "I". 
Use a capital letter in beginning the following words: 
First word in a sentence. 
Important words in story titles. 
Name of a person. 
Name of a pet. 
Miss, Mrs., Mr.. 
Names of the days of the week. 
Names of the months. 
Special days. 
Names of streets, towns, states, and countries. 
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4. Spell correctly the words used in writing. 
Learn to use the helps - spelling rules, spellers, dictionaries 
(pictured), and pupil's own word list. 
5. Dictionaries, 
Construct class or pupil dictionaries. 
6. Sentence and Thought Organization 
Realize that a sentence tells or asks something. 
Express ideas in short, clear, and correct sentences. 
Express ideas or facts in order. 
Stick to the point. 
Answer questions appropriately. 
Follow oral or written directions correctly. 
G. Listening Activities and Skills. 
1. For pleasure. (Listen appreciatively. ) 
a. Sounds around us. 
Listen in order to discriminate, identify, and imitate. 
Listen to recordings which tell a story with sound effects. 
Listen to imitation of animal sounds made by pupils and 
guess what they are. 
Listen to sounds outside the room and identify them. 
Play games to identify sources of sound - tap on wood, ring a 
bell, drop a pin, or turn the pages of a book. 
b. Stories and drama. 
Identify self with characters. 
Follow the sequence. 
Detect beauty in words. 
Listen to the teacher read library books. 
Listen to dramatic presentations and puppet shows in 
assemblies. 
Listen to "Story Hour" programs on radio. 
Listen to classmates interpretations of books and stories, 
c. Music and Poetry. 
Listen and respond to rhythmic activities. 
Listen to nursery rhymes. 
Listen to poems and jingles. 
Listen to records brought by children in the class. 
Listen to detect melodic repetition. 
Listen to feel rhythm and detect rhyme. 
Listen for stories, pictures, and mood. 
Recall lines and imagery. 
Learn rote songs in music. 
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2. For information and instruction. 
a. Listen attentively for directions. 
Listen to the directions given by the teacher, 
Listen carefully to specific instructions for 
independent work. 
Listen to announcements made over the inter- 
communication system. 
Listen to rote sequence of directions. 
Listen to rules for playing a game, 
Listen to carry out plans. 
Follow a series of oral directions in the same order 
they were given in the following activities: 
playing games. 
locating articles. 
learning dances. 
emergency drills. 
b. Listen to rote likenesses and differences in hearing sounds 
of words and sentences. 
Listen to recognize initial consonants, vowel sounds, 
consonant blends, and specific suffixes. 
Listen to identify simple oral punctuation. 
Listen to words that are alike and words that are not alike. 
Listen to words that rhyme. 
Listen to recognize new words. . 
Listen to acquire new vocabulary words and meanings. 
c. Listen to concentrate on me topic at atime. 
Listen to descriptions of objects and pictures. 
Listen to committee reports for a class project to 
gain information. 
Listen to reports from the student council. 
Listen to radio presentations of science stories. 
d. Listen to gain understanding. 
Listen thoughtfully to what others say. 
Listen to stories and retell them in children's own words. 
React or respond to an experienced idea. 
Retain important facts that have been heard. 
Listen to the teacher give reports on library books. 
Listen to stories about children in other lands. 
Listen to the teacher give a simple description of 
the library and how it should be used. 
Listen to organize information. 
3. For social living. (Informal or Social Listening) 
Listen courteously during conversations and discussions. 
Listen with interest when someone is speaking. 
Listen for questions. 
Listen to take part in conversations. 
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Assume correct sitting position with feet on floor and 
hands in lap or on top of desk, 
Ignore minor distractions, 
Refrain from laughing at mistakes made by others. 
Avoid spontaneous outbursts. 
Refraining from visiting with others. 


Listen with interest to programs. 


Listen with eyes and ears. 
Give relaxed attention. 
Establish new ideas and interests. 


4. For criticism and analysis. 
Listen to criticize films, talks, book reports, and tape recordings. 
Listen to participate in panel discussions. 
Listen to identify the main points of a speaker. 
Listen in order to evaluate a radio or television program, 
Listen to stories, poems, recordings, for the purpose of evaluation, 
H. Suggestions for Teacher. 
1. Oral Expression. 


ae 


Story-telling. 


Part of the activities of story-telling may be done in 
small groups; however, most of the activities will be done 
with the entire class. Books, films, filmstrips, records, 
and pictures can be used to motivate story telling. 

Pupils, with the help of the teacher, should set up 
standards. The standards may be copied on a chart for easy 
reference before and after a story-telling period. 

As pupils learn from the teacher the teacher should practice 

telling stories, maintaining the standards set up by the 

class. Some standards which the class may choose to set 

up are: 

(1) Know your story well. 

(2) Look at the audience. 

(3) Avoid distracting body movements, 

(4) Pronounce words clearly and correctly. 

(5) Speak slowly enough and loud enough to be heard. 

(6) Put conversation, something funny or exciting, ora 
surprise in the story. 

(7) Do not use too many "and's"', 

(8) Use your voice to show feeling and meaning. 

Conversation and Discussion. 


Standards for conversation and discussion may be set 


up by the class, just as in story-telling. Courtesy in conver- 
sation and discussion should receive particular emphasis. 
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Charts of polite words and phrases, with illustrations by the 
pupils, will provide children with reminders of important 
standards of courtesy. Dramatic play will also demonstrate 
courteous ways of participating in conversations and discus - 
sions. 
Here are some standards to think about: 
(1) Talk so everyone can hear you. 
(2) Talk only when no one else is talking. 
(3) Give everyone 2 chance to talk. 
(4) Listen to what others say. 
(5) Be courteous in saying that you do not agree with 
something that has been said. 
(6) Do not interrupt someone who is talking unless it is 
necessary. 
(7) Take part by telling things and asking questions. 
(8) Keep to the subject. 
In teaching the use of the telephone, have children practice 
with a toy telephone or a disconnected real phone. Let them 
practice calling a friend about lessons, inviting someone to 
a party, calling about a friend or relative who is sick, calling 
the police or fire department. 
Consider the following skills: 
(1) Answer the phone by giving your name or number. 
(2) Finding a number in the directory. 
(3) Dialing a number, or the operator or 113 to find 
out the number. 
(4) Asking for the person to whom you wish to speak. 
(5) Leaving a message or taking a message. 
(6) Using clear, correct, and courteous speech. 
Reporting. 
Stress the importance of being accurate and to the point, as 
well as telling all the information that is needed. Have the 
children practice giving announcements and messages before 
making and delivering them. 
Interviews. 
This activity may be introduced by having pupils interview 
each other about their families, pets, toys, special interests, 
and plans for vacations. Later, children may interview 
school personnel, parents, or friends. After much practice, 
some of the students may be ready to interview community 
helpers and certain resource people. Standards include greet- 
ing the person politely, introducing yourself, asking questions 
for information, listening and remembering. 
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Dramatization and Puppetry. 
Puppetry serves many purposes. It may be used to improve 
Speech, promote correct usage, increase vocabulary, to gain 
approval, develop confidence, and to gain insight into social 
situations. Types of puppets are finger puppets, hand puppets, 
cardboard puppets, and stick puppets. 
Creative Expression. 
Many expetiehces and devices can be used to motivate 
creative oral expression. 
(1) A rain, wind, or snow storm. 
(2) A ride ona train, bus, airplane, or ina boat. 
(3) Experiences with pets or other animals. 
(4) Pictures. 
(5) Projecting a film without sound. 
Speech Skills. 
The tape recorder, puppets, felt board, pictures, and games 
may be used in improving speech skills. Make recordings of 
children telling stories, talking together, reporting, conduct- 
ing interviews, and taking part in dramatic situations. Have 
children listen critically as the tape is played back. 
Oral Language Games. 
The words "Let's play a game", always seem to bring interest 


at this level. It is important for the teacher to provide both 


a learning experience and a fun time. Most of these games 

can be more effective in a small group, but some may be used 

for the entire class. 

(1) A Progressive Story. 
Have a child start a story with one sentence. A good one 
to start out with is 'Once upon a time....."' Then let 
each child add a sentence. At first, the results may not 
be so good, but as the year goes on the stories will im- 
prove. The teacher could write each sentence on a large 
piece of paper so the children could keep track of their 
progress. | 

(2) Taking Attendance. 
Warn children that when you call a name you want the 
person to answer by giving you a word that begins with 
ch, sh, sm, br, or any combination you want to review. 
‘This is especially good for the first couple of months of 

- second grade. 

(3) A Conversation Game. 
Choose two children to play "perfect strangers", ''good 
friends", or "acquaintances'’", Have them come up in 
front of the room and choosé a situation they might be 
involved in, such as: the first day of school, meeting each 
other on the playgrounds or some place away from school. 
Let them talk for a couple of minutes. 
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(4) Initial Game. 


After children know the meaning of "initials'' put the 
first and last initial of one of them on the board and let 
the children guess whose name itis. If you make this 
game go fast, you will have better results. 
(5) Descriptive Words. 
This game can be a good use for an extra five minutes. 
The teacher says a word, sucha "horse", "rain", "boy", 
"girl'', or '"table''. Each child thinks of a word that tells 
something about the word the teacher gave. This helps 
to develop the conceptithat our language would be very dull 
without the descriptive words that we use. 
The teachers' manuals for reading and language have good 
suggestions for other games. 
Written Expression. 
a. Cooperative Group Stories. 
Group stories help build a foundation for creative writing. 
How to write a cooperative story: 
(1) Discuss the experience. 
(2) The class and teacher decide how to write the story. 
(3) The teacher records each sentence on the chalkboard. 
(4) The story should be printed on a chart. 
b. Independent Writing. 
Some topics for independent writing are pets, recreation, family 
life, trips, funny incidents, wishes and desires. 
Holiday scrapbooks and seasonal booklets are a challenge and 
are fun to make. The accelerated and average learners may 
write stories and poems and illustrate them. Low-achievers 
contribute drawings even if they are not able to write sen- 
tences. Activity participation of all should be encouraged. 
Holiday cards may be designed by the pupils, with the pupils 
composing their own greetings. They may also be encouraged 
to design birthday and get well cards. 
Make a collection of favorite animals and pets. The children 
write stories about them. 
c. Bulletin Boards. 
Announcements and news of interest may be written by the 
children and placed on the bulletin board. 
d. Book Reports. 
Children draw pictures to show interesting parts of books. 
They may write the title, the name of the author, and a few 
sentences telling about the book. Low achievers could draw 
pictures or show pictures in the book. With help he or she 
could write titles for the pictures or write a simple sentence. 
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e. Booklets. 

(1) An experience booklet. At least once a week let children 
draw pictures of their experiences. Then they write sim- 
ple sentences about those experiences. This is an interest- 
ing way to learn how to begin and end sentences. When 
the need arises help may be given with the spelling of a 
word. (Pupils should have their own spelling books or 
pupil-made booklets containing words frequently missed 
in writing.) After several of the experience stories have 
been written they can be made into a booklet. 

(2) Safety Booklets. Use of action figures and safety rules 
may help in writing sentences. 

(3) Good Manners Booklets. Draw pictures illustrating good 
manners. Write sentences for the pictures. 

Listening Skills. 

Set up standards for listening. Copy these standards ona chart for 

ready reference. Provide situations for many types of listening. 

Have children listen in order to: 

a. Take notes. 

b. Write rhythmic words heard in jingles or poems. 

c. Write names of animals that make a particular sound. 

d. Draw pictures following specific directions. 

e. List characters for a dramatization. 

f. List properties needed for dramatization. 

g- List words that express particular size, quality, sound, or 
that refer to specific things, as animals and plants. 

h. List points to be placed in sequential order. 

Use the tape recorder to improve listening skills. Pupils like to 

listen to each other and themselves as they are talking or singing 

on tape. They also enjoy listening to class recordings of plays, 

conversations, choral readings, and songs. 

For listening activities use: a. Books, b. Children's magazines, 

c. Records, d. Radio, ew tape recorder, f. Piano, 

g. Fairy tales or folk tales, h. Stories and poems composed by the 

children. 
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Instructional Material. 


A. 


Basic Textbook. 


Supplementary Books, 
List of stories and poems Suitable for Grade Two. 


1. 


ae 


- Folk Taies 


The Bremen Town Musicians 

The Brother and Sister 

The Golcen Goose 

Hansel and Gretel 

HennyPenny 

Jack and the Beanstalk 

Little Red Riding Hood 

The Old Woman and the Pig 

The Pancake 

The Ram and the Pig Who Went into the Woods 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 

Teeny-Tiny 

The Three Billy-Goats Gruff 

The Wolf and the Seven Little Kids 

Poems. 

Hiding, Radiator Lions, Troubles, What Am I?, 
Whistles, Windy Wash Day, by Dorothy Aldis 
Bantam Rooster, Evening, The Kite, Trees, Pretending, 
Waiting, by Harry Behn 

Motor Cars, Pussy Willows, Rubber Boots, 

The Rain, by Rowena Bastin Bennett 

Cradle Song, by William Blake 

Little Snail, by Hilda Conkling 

Twos, Washing, by John Drinkwater 

The Snowtlake, Some One, by De La Mare, Walter 
Boys' Names, Circus, Girls' Names, 

Mrs. Peck-Pigeon, by Eleanor Farjeon 

Wynken, Blyken, and Nod, by Eugene Field 
General Store, Skyscrapers, Taxis, by Rachel Field 
The Little Whistler, by Frances Frost 

The Last Word of a Blackbird, by Robert Frost 
Good-Night, by Thomas Hood 

Animal Crackers, by Christopher Morley 

Our Mr. Toad, Song of the Train, The Shell, by David McCord 
The Bridge, The City Mouse, Who Has Seen 
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The Wind? by Christina Rossetti 
Bed in Summer, At the Sea-side, Autumn Fires, The Land 
of Counterpane, The Little Land, The Swing, The Wind, 
Pirate Story, Rain, My Shadow, by Robert L. Stevenson 
I Like Little Pussy, by Jane Taylor 
Night, by Sara Teasdale 
Trucks, by James S. Tippett 
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Collections of Stories. 
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Hughes, Rosalind, compiler, Let's Enjoy Poetry. 

Houghton Mifflin, 1958 
Love, Katherine, A Pocketful of Rhymes. Crowell, New York, 1946 
Peterson, Isabel J., editor, The First Book of Poetry. 

F. Watts, New York, 1954, 
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Picture Dictionaries. 


Chambers, Selma Lola, The Little Golden Book of Words. 

Golden Press, New York, 1948 
Hall, William, Telltime's Alphabet Book, Crowell, New York, 1958 
MacBean, Dilla W., Picture Book Dictionary, Children's Press, Chicago, 1952. 
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Golden Press, New York, 1949 
Walpole, Ellen Wales, The Golden Dictionary. Golden Press, New York, 1944 


PROFESSIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Books. 


Arbuthnot, May Hill, Children and Books. 
Scott, Foresman, Chicago, 1957 

Applegate, Mauree, Helping Children Write. 
International Textbook, Scranton, 1949. 

Association for Childhood Education International, 
Primary School Portfolio, Bulletin No. 3. 
The Association, Washington D.C., 1956. 
When Children Write, Bulletin No. 95. 
The Association, Washington D.C., 1955 

Bailey, Matilda; Horrocks, Edna, M.; and Torreson, Esther, 
Language Learnings--Kindergarten, Grade 1, Grade 2. 
American Book, New York, 1960. 

Dawson, Mildred A., Teaching Language in the Grades. 
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Dawson, Mildred A., Language Teaching in Grades 1 and 2, Revised. 
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National Council of Teachers of English, Commission on the 
English Curriculum, Language Arts for Today's Children. 
Appleton-Century-Crofts, New York, 1954 

Strickland, Ruth G., Guide for Teaching English Is Our Language 
Grade 1 and 2, Heath, Boston, 1950 or 1958. 

Strickland, Ruth G., The Language Arts in the Elementary School. 
Heath, Boston. 


Magazines --Current and Back Issues 


Childhood Education 

Elementary English 

English Journal 

Grade Teacher 

Highlights for Children 
Instructor, The 

N.E.A. Journal 

National Elementary Principal 
Weekly Reader, Teacher's Edition 


Audio-Visual Materials 


may Ar § 


Check the Audio-Visual Catalog, Pueblo Public Schools, Second Grade. 


Films. 
Suitable films may be found under these headings. 
GUIDANCE 
SCIENCE 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
Filmstrips 


Check for filmstrips under -- 
C UIDANCE --PRIMARY 
LITERAT URE--ELEMENTARY STORIES 


Records--Literature. There are 7 inch - 16 2/3 rpm records. 
Child's Garden of Verses 
Just So Stories 
Storytime Favorites 


Slides 


There were no slides for second grade listed in the Pe blo Public 


School A-V catalcg. However, the teacher may have personal slides which would 


he suitable for use. 
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Other Suggestions 


The opaque projector may be used in showing pictures or other material 


to the entire class. 


For audio-visual listings, check the teachers' editions of language and 


reading texts. 


V. 


Evaluation. 


Evaluation is an on-going process. After each lesson the pupils and teacher 
will have done some evaluation. They will have been checking performance 
with standards set up by the class. 

About once a month samples of children's written work may be saved. Lis- 
tening to children's performances in oral expression during the day will 
help in evaluation. If a tape recorder is available, listen to recordings of 
pupils' speech several times during the school year. 

Charts listing standards of performance for written and oral expression 

and for listening should be readily available for daily and periodic check-ups 
by teacher and pupiis. Individual pupils should decide which items need 
particular attention. The teacher can then help the pupil plan what to do 

in order to bring about improvement. 
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TEACHING LANGUAGE IN GRADE THREE 
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Chairman: Miss Lucille Wilson 
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Teaching Language in Grade Three 


I. Grade Three. 


A. Time Allotment: 15 minutes per day, 
B. Learnings of previous grades to be reviewed and put into practice. 
C,. Sequential importance of subject. 

Continue to develop skill in oral language. 

More emphasis on written language than in previous grades. 


Il. Objectives. 


A. To help pupils become more competent individuals through frequent 
opportunities for thinking, discussing, planning, participating, and 
evaluating activities. 

B. To develop language communication, both oral and written, to express 
the individual's needs and interests. 

C. To increase the individual's comprehension and usage. 

D. To correlate language with all other subjects. 

E. To establish continuity in teaching language with the past grade level, 
and the foilowing grade level. 

F. To develop in children the ability to analyze material to derive adequate 
conclusions. 

G. To increase the pupil's ability to listen. 

H. To increase the pupil's concentration span. 

I. To improve the individual's speaking vocabulary, reading 
vocabulary, and writing vocabulary. 

J. To interest pupils in the analysis of words. 

K. To increase the pupil's speech skills. 

L. To motivate the individual in writing his daily experiences. 


III. Scope 


A. Oral Expression. 
1. Skills to be developed. 
a. Informal and tormal conversation. 
b. Making introductions and announcements. 
c. Oral reading. 
d. Oral reports. 
e. Cultivating good speech habits and the opportunity to use them. 
f. Use of the telephone. 
ge Speaking clearly and politely. 
h. Correct pronunciation and enunciation of words. 
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2. Activities for oral expression. 


a. Dramatization 
(1) Plays 
(2) Pantomiming 
(3) Choral reading 
b. Book reports 
c. Reading of poems and rhythms. 
d. Telling original stories. 
e. Discussions. 
f. Conducting meetings 
g. Parties 
h, Sharing 


Through these activities the individual may acquire some of the following 
skills; Learning to think, speaking in complete sentences, organizing ideas, 
listening, regulating his voice, pronouncing words correctly, and enunciating 
clearly. 


B. Written Expression. 
1. Skills to be developed. 

a. To differentiate between sentences and parts of sentences. 
To relate this knowledge with other subject areas, such 
as social studies and arithmetic. 

b. Introduce opportunities to combine short sentences into 
longer sentences. 

c. Learning to write a paragraph. 
(1) Writing on one idea. 
(2) Indenting 
(3) Writing sentences on one topic. 
(4) Giving events in proper sequence or in meaningful sequence. 
(5) Understanding the progress from simple to more complex 

writing of paragraphs. 
(6) Opportunities to write about familiar interests then to 
go to the unfamiliar. 
2. Activities for Written Language. 

a. Write and use words in simple sentences expressing ideas, 
interests, and needs. 

b. Use dictionary to enlarge vocabulary. 
(1) Words that sound alike but have different meanings. 
(2) Words that mean the same but are spelled differently. 
(3) Words that are spelled alike but have different meanings. 
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c. Word puzzles. 

d. Letter writing. 

e. Thank-you nctes, invitations, and notices. 

f. Addressing envelopes. 

g- Labeling objects. 

h. Writing original poetry. 

i. Making book reports. 

je Arranging bulletin boards. 

k. Writing stories. 

1, Making booklets-good manners, safety, etc. 

m. Writing sentences that ask, tell, or express. 

n. Opportunities to write clear and logical sentences in 
daily expression. 

C. Development of Language Skills. 
1, Rudimentary grammar principles. 

a. Children should be able to recognize, define, and distinguish 
between a sentence and a phrase. 

b. They should be able to recognize and correctly punctuate 
statements and questions. 

2. Capitalization and punctuations. 

a. Capital letters: beginning of sentences, names of people 

and pets, holidays, streets, places, titles of poems and 


books. 
b. Periods: at the end of statements, after initials, after 
abbreviations. 


Ce Question mark at the end of a question. 
d. Comma: between parts of a date, separating town and state, 
in salutation in a friendly letter, and closing of a letter. 
e. Apostrophe: in contractions, in possessives. 
3. Writing paragraphs. 


a. Proper indentation. 
b. Writing about one topic. 
c. Giving proper sequence. 


4, Usage. 
a. Proper use of is, are, was, were, etc. 
b. Use of helping words: is, are, was, were, has, have, had. 
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5. Development and encouragement of creative ability. 


a. Story writing. 

b. Story telling. 

c. Listening to and writing poetry, 
d. Dramatization. 

e. Pantomiming. 

f. Choral reading. 

g- Book reports (oral and written). 
h. Discussions. 
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IV. Instructional Material. 


A. Basic Textbook. 


B. Audio-visual Aids. 
l. Movies 
2. Film strips. 
3. Slides 
4, Tape Recorder. 
5. Opaque projector. 
6. Television. 


Consult the district film catalog for films and film strips suitable for 
use at this grade level. 


C. Other Aids. 
Consult bibliographies and indexes of language books and reading 
texts for lists of suitable poems and stories. 


V. Evaluation of Pupil Achievement. 
A. Keepa file of written work to determine progress in writing 
throughout the year. 
B. Make tape records of story telling activities. Criticize for interest, 
voice, enunciation, and any other standards set up bythe class. 
C. Standardized tests. 


~ €£ - 


.abié lavetv-oibuA 
esivoM a; 
eqitse miit .S 
esbil@ .& 
stsbio00H eqsT of 
~totostotq smpeqO .& 
aoleivelsT 8 


doi sidstive eqi«te ofii bas acrdi tot golsiso elf toiateib ot Th 


lov si ebsitQ 


gniknst bas exood sysigasl te esxebrd bas setdgqergolidid Jus 
wore bra emreog sidsiiva to etait “et etnod 


eto mi awousoA lig k 

geitinrw al eee tgotg enierelisb of atow, aestitw io elit Bg : 

azeay onl) panbdae a 

raexotni rol smioiixD .eeliividos gailiet y20ts lo ebieost Sqet oa5M 
_2aelo odtvd qu tee ebiabnala tedto Yue bas ,notsetonnte oiov 
.afeo) Gosibrabasic 


~34 - 


TEACHING LANGUAGE IN GRADE FOUR 


Committee 


Chairman: Mrs. Geraldine Fortune 
Mrs. Laurel Novak 
Mrs. Mary Okey 
Miss Edith Perea 
Mr. Bobby Careathers 
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Grade Four 


Grade Four 


A. 
B. 
Cc. 


Time allotment - 20 minutes daily. 


Prerequisite: Review and continuation of third grade learnings. 
Sequential importance of subject. 

Continue emphasizing good oral expression. Children should be able 
to face the group and express themselves with more ease. 

At this level there will be’ more emphasis on written expression. 
About 40% of the time will be spent in written expression, and 60% in 
oral expression. 

There will be an increased emphasis on proofreading to insure better 
quality of written work. 


Objectives. 


To use the everyday interests and experiences of children as a basis 
for the language program. 

To closely coordinate the language needs of other subjects with the 
language program. 

To demonstrate a vital need in order that language skills can be more 
readily mastered. 

To base language teachings at the level of what we know about the 
fourth grade child's growth and development. 

To make definite provisions for individual differences in interests, 
capacity, and achievement of the learners. 

To develop standards for courteous listening and everyday language 
usage. 

To develop in the pupil the ability and desire to criticize his own work. 


Some Growth Characteristics of the Fourth Grade Child That Have Bearing 
on the Language Program. 


A. 
B. 


C. 
D. 
E. 
Fr. 


G. 
H. 
I. 


J. 


Hands become skillful so crafts along with projects are good. 
Physically they are active. They, therefore, like dr amatizations 
and similar activities. 

They have a wide interest span. 

They like to carry out their own ideas, 

The child at this age tends to be a perfectionist in his work. 

They enjoy field trips and can ask intelligent questions about what they 
see. 

They like to be treated in an adult ways They like to be consulted. 
They are bashful about public praise, but like private praise. 

They understand and respect truth, honesty, property, and personal 
rights. 

They are developing sympathy, loyalty, and sense of fairness to 
others. 
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IV. 


A. 


B. 


Pie. J. 


They can be responsible and reasonable. They need leadership and 
counsel. 

The gang interest is developing. Friends and membership is very 
important. 

They .are keenly aware of differences in dress, speech, physical 
handicaps, etc. 


Scope of the Program in Grade Four. 


Oral Expression 

The aim of oral expression is to help the child to express himself 

clearly, to express his ideas accurately, and to speak correctly. To 

help the child develop this skill automatically is to aid him in becom - 

ing more creative. Variety and breadth of content in the program will 

stimulate children's interest and open up new and challenging activi- 

ties. 

Following are the skills that should be developed in oral expression 

in this grade: 

Conversation 

Extending invitations 

Giving book reports 

Making introductions 

Planning and giving reports 

Planning and showing exhibits 

Planning and giving a play or program 

Planning in committees 

Activities for Oral Expression: 

1. Telling stories. 

2. Finding and using interesting words. 

3. Talking from an outline. 

4. Forming and conducting a club using simple parliamentary 
procedures. 

5. Using the telephone. 

6. Reviewing a movie or television program. 

7.  Dramatizing a story. 

8. Taking part in a discussion, 

9. Making an announcement. 


EN Oa te 


10. Giving an explanation. 
1l.. Entertaining guests. 


Written Expression 

Children at this level have already discovered the importance of 
written language, and a start may be made with growth. However, 
there will be a wide range of ability and interest in every group. To 
set up a definite set of standards to meet the range of ability, attitudes 
and interests would be difficult and unnecessary. 
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Written language skills should not be limited to the language class, 
but should be integrated with other subject areas such as social 
studies and science. 

1, Activities for Written Expression 


ae 
b. 


Ce 


Writing a paragraph. 

Writing the names of the days of the week and the months 
of the year. 

Writing the names of special days. 

Writing book titles, titles of stories, and titles of poems. 
Letter writing: Friendly, business, letters of inquiry, 
thank-vou notes, and invitations. 

Writing notices for school or classroom activities. 

Writing stories and reports. 

Keeping records. (This adapts itself to science experiments. ) 
Book reviews or opinions. Reviewing movies or television 
programs. 


2. Mechanics for Writing to Be Learned in the Fourth Grade. 


Qe 


Use of the period: 

at the end of a statement, 

after abbreviations, 

after initials ina person's name. 

Use of the comma: 

between name of city and state, 

between day of the month and year, 

after greeting and closing in a friendly letter, 
after closing in a business letter, 

in a series, 

after yes and no. 

Use of the question mark at the end of a question, 
Use of an exclamation point after an exclamation. 
Use of the apostrophe in contractions. 

Writing quotations. 

Use of the Dictionary 

Knowing the alphabet and alphabetizing. 

Writing paragraphs. 

Proper indentation. 

Avoid too many "and's",. 

Keeping sentences apart. 

Eliminating unnecessary words. Enriching vocabulary. 


3. Parts of speech. 


Ae 


b. 


Nouns 

Recognizing common and proper, singular and plural, and 
possessive. 

Verbs. 

Singular or plural in agreement with subject. 

Action or state of being. 
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Creative Expression. 
Creative expression, both oral and written, should be encouraged 
so that the child can communicate his ideas freely to others. 
The child should be encouraged to express his opinions and his 
reaction to his environment. In this way he is able to find solu- 
tions to problems in a given situation. 
a. Written activities: 
Writing a report. 
Writing an invitation. 
Writing a friendly letter. 
Writing an original paragraph. 
Writing a book report. 
Writing an original poem. 
Writing a personal experience. 
Writing a radio or television play. 
Writing a business letter 
Writing songs. 
Giving opinions of books, holidays, pictures, safety rules, 
important people, etc. 
b. Oral activities: 
Mexing introductions. 
Telephoning. 
Conducting a club meeting. 
Telling a personal experience. 
Reading original poems to the class. 
Giving a play. 
Explaining exhibits. 
Listening. 
‘The cbjectives of the development of listening skills are to enable 
children to appreciate and evaluate what they hear, to be able to 
define the main points of a speech, and to carry out the directions 
for an assignment. 
a. Listening Skills. 
(1) Listening for enjoyment and appreciation: 
Enjoying the development of a story or the surprise of 
a joke. 
Listen for tuneful words and pleasing rhythm. 
Visualizing descriptive dramatic passages. 
Reacting to the mood set by the author. 
Being aware of the favorable or unfavorable effects of 
voice, posture, or gesture. 
Noting how character is revealed through dialogue. 
(2) Listening for information: 
Listening for an answer to a specific question. 
Listening for directions. 
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Listening to reproduce what is said. 
Listening for main ideas. 
Interpreting new words tirough context. 
Listening for detailed descriptions. 
Distinguishing between true and make-believe. 
Discriminating between fact and opinion. 
Listening for evidence, detecting prejudice. 
(3) Improving conversational and courteous listening. 
Setting standards for courteous listening and conversation. 
Tape recordings of classroom conversations. 
Pupil evaluation and self evaluation. 
Making a check-list of standards. 


Proofreading. 
Children should learn to proofread all written work before it is 
handed to the teacher. Children should check for: 


a. 


b. 


Ce 


Correct spelling of words using glossaries, the dictionary, 
spelling lists, or personal error list. 

Punctuation 

Capital letters. Periods or question marks. 

Sentence structure 

Avoid too many "'and's'' to join sentences. 


Only by instilling into children early the habit of proofreading 
can better results be expected in written language. Flashing 
short exercises on the screen with the opaque projector helps 
children detect their mistakes. 

Teaching Helps. 


a. 


The teacher tells a story to the pupils. As she tells it she 
writes the key words on the blackboard. When she has 
finished the children write the story in their own words using 
the key words as a guide and as help in spelling. 

Play detective. Copy someone's sentence onthe board. See 
who can be the detective and find the errors. 

Display a colored picture. Have the children find the nouns 
and verbs in it. Have the children write an original story 
about the picture. 

Play train. Divide the class into two teams, each team being 
atrain. Keepa record of incorrect usage heard by members 
of each team. The team wins if it has a smaller number of 
errors charged against it. 

Sample of incorrect usage to look for: "My mother she tas 
"Can I " instead of ''May I ", "gots", etc. The 
errors watched for will depend upon the group and their 
customary usage. 
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Children enjoy presenting a television play. Materials needed 
are a cardboard box, two rollers, a tape recorder, and a good 
story. Have children draw and color scenes from the story, 
then tape or paste them together in sequence. Attach to the 
rollers. Record the dialogue that fits the action depicted by 
the pictures on the tape recorder. 

Play back the recording while turning the rollers. 


IV, Instructional Materials: 
A. Basic textbook. 


B. Audio-Visual Aids for Teaching English in the Fourth Grade. 
1. Filmstrips from Filmstrip House. 
Adventures in Words: 


Introduction to Word Study 

Suffixes and Prefixes 

Words from Many Countries 
Antonyms, Homonyms, and Synonyms. 


2 Filmstrips from Encyclopedia Britannica. 
Words that Name Things: 


Singular Nouns 
Plural Nouns 
Common Nouns 
Proper Nouns 


Words That Show Action: 


Verb - Tense 
Verb Phrases 


What Is a Sentence ? 


Sim ple 
Compound 
Subject 
Predicate 


Writing Conversation 


Quotation Marks 
Capital Letters 
Punctuation 


3. English Series from Curriculum Materials. 
Subject and Predicate 
Nouns 
Vocabulary: 


Importance of Vocabulary. 
Words and Their Background. 
How to Develop a Good Vocabulary. 
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4. Using Good English from Society for Visual Aids. 
Building Good Sentences 
Using Plurals Correctly 
Possessives, Contractions, and Abbreviations 
Using Capital Letters 

5. Language Arts Cornet Films 
l reel 11 minutes 
from Extension Division, University of Colorado. 
Building Better Paragraphs 
Do Words Fool You? 
Let's Pronounce Correctly. 
Making Sense with Sentences 
Poems Are Fun 
We Discover the Dictionary. 
Who Makes Words ? 
Listen Well, Learn Well 
Making Sense with Outlines. 
Preparing Your Book Report. 
Watch That Quotation. 
Punctuation. 
Writing Better Social Letters 

Grammar 

Verbs and Ways to Use Them 


| 


6. Recordings from District 60 Audio-Visual Library: 


Aladdin and His Lamp 78 rpm 
Huckleberry Finn 78 rpm 
Alice in Wonderland 16 2/3 rpm 
Just So Stories 16 2/3 rpm 
Child's Garden of Verses 16 2/3 rpm 
Wizard of Oz 16 2/3 rpm 


Opaque Projector for proofreading 
Field Trips 

Stimulating Bulletin Boards 
Telephone Sets 


V. Evaluation of Student Achievement. 


Keep a file of work done throughout the year for comparison. 

Help children see ways of improving work. 

Make proofreading a way of evaluating one's own work. 

Give informal tests. 

Keep checklists of pupils’ individual difficulties. 

Keep room files of stories and poems written by class members. 
Keep best samples of creative writing from year to year for compari- 
son and reference. 
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TEACHING LANGUAGE IN GRADE FIVE 
Committee 


Chairman: Mrs. Evelyn Minatta 
Mr. Frank Taulli 
Miss Pauline Hellstern 
Mrs. Mary McDonald 
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I. Grade Five. 


A. 
B. 


C. 


Time Allotment - 20 minutes daily. 

Prerequisites. Review and continuation of the learnings of the previous 
grades. 

Sequential importance of subject. Continue emphasizing and evaluating 
progress in good oral expression. 

At this level written language instruction should take up 40% of the 
allotted time. 60% of the allotted time will be devoted to improvement 
of oral language. There should be continued emphasis in the ability 

to proofread all written work for better handwriting, correct spelling, 
correct usage, punctuation, and better sentence structure. 


Il. Objectives 


A. 


B. 


E. 


F. 


Language is the medium of operation for all subjects. Therefore, 
correct forms and usage should be considered in all subjects. 
Progress in the mastery of language is a matter of natural develop- 
ment and maturation. The environment should be stimulating to max- 
imum growth. 

The natural flow of language is greater in happy situations where a 
wholesome relation exists among children and teacher. 

The teacher is concerned with these aspects of language in all subjects: 
speaking, reading, listening, and writing. 

The child must possess and make use of certain definite abilities to 
engage effectively in the above-mentioned skills. 

The following skills and abilities should be further developed at the 
fifth grade level: 

1, Conversation 

2. Discussion 

3. Storytelling 

4. Listening 

5. Letter writing 

6. Reports 

7. Dramatization 

8. Choral speaking 

9. Creative writing (prose and verse) 


Ill. Scope 


A. 


Oral Expression 
1, Conversation and Discussion. 
a. Spontaneous comment on: such topics of momentary interest 
as: 
Problems of health and safety. 
Individual or class problems. 
Weather and nature. 
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Planned activities for the orientation period, such as: 
Personal experiences. 
Social amenities. 
Plans for the day. 
Special days and events. 
Programs. 

The solution of common problems, such as: 
Care of supplies and belongings. 
Organization of the room and playground. 
School policies (halls, lavatories, playground equipment). 
Procedure for fire drills. 

Evaluation for discussion and problem solving: 

Set up some criteria, such as: 

(1) Feel responsible for taking your part in a conversation. 

(2) Allow everyone to express his opinion, taking only a 
fair share of time. 

(3) Ask for explanation courteously if you do not understand 
or agree. 

(4) Speak so that everyone will want to listen. 

(5) Know how to interrupt two persons who are talking. 

(6) See how well the final plan represents the thinking of 
the group. 


Standards for better speaking. 

Set up standards with the class for the improvement of speaking. 
These standards may be printed on a large sheet and used for 
frequent reference. Such items as these should result in better 
speech if they are referred to systematically: 


ae 
b. 
Ce 
d. 
Ce 
f. 

ge 
he 
ie 

je 


Do I pronounce the words correctly? 

Do I speak slowly enough and not run words together ? 
Do I speak distinctly and clearly? 

Do I pronounce syllables properly? 

Do I sound the beginnings and endings of words ? 

Is my voice pitched too high? 

Dces my voice have variety of pitch and tone ? 

Is my voice pleasing and cheerful ? 

Can I be heard by all? 

Does my voice reflect the meanings of my words ? 


(The ta2e recorder may be used effectively to give children an 
opportuaity to criticize their speech. ) 

Giving persor.al experiences. 

(Oral and writen) 

Trips 

Excursions 

Earning money 
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Adventures 
Autobiographies 
Sports 
Retelling stories, jokes or riddless 
Criteria for telling personal experiences and stories. 
Did you choose something funny or interesting to tell? 
Did you keep the action. moving? 
Did you try to make the audience wonder what is going to happen 
next ? 
Did you use enough conversation and description to add interest? 
Did you use .a good beginning and a good ending ? 
Telephone conversations. 
Taking brief messages. 
Making emergency calls. 
Criteria for telephone conversations. 
Knowing how to use the directory. 
Remembering the rights of others in using party lines. 
Calling others when you know it will be convenient for them. 
Knowing how to take a brief message, such as name and telephone 
number of caller. 
Learn to record a telephone message, including a note at the 
time it is received. 
Choral Speaking 
Pertinent selections for culminating activities. 
Group experiences. 
Sheer pleasure. 
Criteria for Choral speaking. 
Being able to vary the rate and pitch of your voice to express 
feeling. 
Taking part in choral speaking as a soloist or as a member of 
the group. 
Taking messages. 
Written messages between rooms and to and from the school. 
Simple verbal messages between two persons, from one room to 
a nother, to and from the home. 
Giving explanations, descriptions, and directions. 
Explaining how a simple machine works. 
Announcing a play that is to be given. 
Describing people, places, objects, and feelings. 
Directing someone how to go to the office. 


r ‘ 
ie aS H i eee as ws ; a Fee 3a ie 
im age ; som eile: ( os y ee ” iia 
. PS: j . 
’ Pe % 
’ ey; 7 ’ ’ : i a af ‘ 
os i 3 iho ince ‘ a 
yep vy a . 
‘5 op a ‘a wa ae ’ : > a0 P -* 
" ee peo ra we f ae , £8 ; ; 
= 7 " w apt +: ads site ie i A 
2 ? ee Peskigerge dow 
| ; ne > ave 1 “erage 
fade se otk ‘itt wes aetot aoitote gaiiteieA 
oo. (Sh ..pehtore bak eennai169%9 9 Isneer9g yotifies ot BitotinD 
oes snacern-o comma rcs naloneneen esters mmainemaesnaamntiaiaionn 


filed oF gatlestesar FO ¥ pts “galsitons a"3aogas woy bi 

Sanivornr saoites off qapet goy bid 

seaqed of gettioy ef tail qobr0w sonotbos onl? arseri ae wey bic 
eas ,  Syzen 
Srnaxsuint bbs of adigitogsh bre aoiteetevad? duane Say WOY bith 
s 3 piles’ boop & bes yataniged booy 8. 9Pu RGN Bit 


sit as See Poe »erroitse4 ovnitiy gctong ale T 
e j 7 iy ioe t 4 mapa een tery Fea A Name 
e ped a peg be ae totad quash 
. Pa nets 
ee crease ss Ne Ives es ot yorag iene: goiteM 
‘ anol nerawan aor ols. oR. mitesit9 
ty : aoe aces Sivan mie = inten SAE SORE a. a ee ri aonsaeiecinensit Orem 
: Bee ae YAGI Ie TE: Sn} Say Of wrod “GetkwrOsiel 


a eat Bats 4 
onl yitey goren af er Srit6 Yo giants oclt airy suierserre St 
wped? wh doneinaynws "Sd iw t) wort yoy now 'easitio gaille? 
endiqelet has Gerien a ‘G2ua ,SRSqaom sk de s odes of wod gaiwousl 


rete 


Cea pee Aes wralise to ssdrawix 
ali 16 ado , ek eberkor Th or gseser odoriquios & bzooon Os mrsect 
a a ae i Phar A oevio key ab ai am? 


‘ | / . pridseqe tured 
oie elttvites entisniontsa rod ancliaelse igepaisd 


.sonreitag7e “quere? 

wsiiesetg Tedd 

snabdaed a fesotD tot eiretitO 

ASOIGNe OF SdLOY TWIOY Io Aotia bre ete wnt yay OF 316 aaisil 

»antifoel 

in tsdmem & es to teioloe & en paltasge ievode ci Prag peie? | 
UOTE od? 

seegee font 

joodo orf? moti bas of See amcor neowiod eayer com natit 

ef root SOO MmO12 .eno Saie80 owl aaowsad agysaesrt lsd19¥ olen) 2 

.orod sa? cast Bae of etoditor & 

senohoatihb bra 4x wottgi taped | adeblenscigas mu 


were ent _——— 


eeOw sido sel Sere wheg cre a wot yartele 
.navig od of af sods yalq & ailoreronnl - 

-rilost bas ,etostde ,a998ig  elypoog 
paoitto el) oF Dg oF wel wines eer 


ll, 


12, 


13. 


14, 


15. 


16. 


; - 46 . 
Dramatization. 


Dramatizing such activities as: 
Using the telephone 
Making introductions 
Acknowledging greetings 
Learning safety and health rules. 
Playing a role for fun. 
Acting for an audience. 
Pantomime (advertising slogans) 
T.V. programs 
Puppet shows. (Write own stories.) 
Shadow plays. 
Criteria for Dramatizations, 
In informal dramatizations deciding what to do and then putting 
your thoughts into words as you act your part. 
Keeping the dialogue running smoothly. 
Moving naturally about the stage. 
Facing the audience when speaking. 
Making reports. 
Report on some phase of an excursion connected with everyday 
living. 
Reports on source material gained from reading, visual aids, 
or interviews. 
Book reports. 
Criteria for making reports. 
Choose a topic about which you can find accurate information. 
Begin to give sources of information. 
Give the report in your own words. 
Use simple visual aids to add interest. (Maps, charts & objects. ) 
Use notes and outlines in giving reports. 
Interviewing persons. 
Persons who can help you: 
The principal. 
Other persons who are authorities, 
Persons new to the building. 
The teacher. 
Children. 
Criteria for interviewing persons: 
Make an appointment with the person whom you wish to interview. 
Have questions framed that you wish to ask. 
Be pleasant and courteous during the interview. 
Organize your report immediately after the interview. 
Know something about the person you are going to interview. 
Know how to begin and end an interview. 
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Using creative imagination. 
Interpreting pictures. 
Making rhymes, poems, stories, and plays. 
Conducting meetings. 
Purpose of a club: 

Working together. 

Collecting money. 

Preparing programs. 

Learning simple parliamentary procedures. 
Observing courtesies. 


Making introductions. 


Being a host. 

Being a guest. 

Accepting and giving criticism. 

Criteria for observing courtesies, 

Greeting people you know with "Good Morning", "Good Afternoon", 
etc. 

Holding the door open for the next person. 

Offering to open a door for someone carrying a load. 

Knowing how to introduce one friend to another and being able to 
accept an introduction. 

Knowing how to use courteous correct greetings to older persons. 
Knowing how to say pleasant things when it is appropriate. 

Being able to include everyone in your group in the conversation. 
Recognizing the time and place in which criticism is appropriate. 
Learning to accept and act upon criticism without resentment. 
Developing the ability to listen. 

Listen courteously to the speaker. 

Listen to what is being aaid to help make a group decision. 

When listening to make a decision listen to both sides of a question. 
Listen closely to be able to deliver a message accurately. 

Look at the speaker and keep thoughts upon what he is saying. 

Be able to give the main points of a speaker. 


B. Written Expression 


l. 


Letter writirg: 

Invitations 

Notes requesting permission. 
Requesting information. 
Arranging trips. 

Thank-you notes. 

Addressing envelopes. 


oI ™ Si oe ee ee ee 

i A “ f v fg " x 1 
re ) q : 

( 


~ vhs oo : ; | i’ 


m4) 


4 Or 
sh ue 
int ¢ 
4 Ba teh 

ey 


.eyelg Sas .eoftote .@ 


"puts B to Seo 
stgiiogot gaitaoW 
| syonosn gaitoslleD 
|  aemagoty yaiteqert 
soorbsoong yroriernaiiteg elqenid gaiatsod 
 Jasteatives gaiviesd® 
-amottoubostns BaLAee 
teod & gated 
i - . emeisitita gaivig bua gaitqeooA 
| | ,seieaimwon gatvisade tot sitet 
“Mnoontetthé boot". “gainiamM boot” fiw wom voy siqoaq Qiileeiw . 
norte ixen eft 10) noge 10h elt gation” 
eof 6 yoiytts. enoormoa tol ToOb s nago of gaiietoO 
o3 olds gated bas tolens of baeist eno soubotial o} wod palwooA 
.cottoubetin? 28 I1q9998 
soared tubio of apnitoetg TootIOo GNOsIIVO2 Bae ot word guivwona 
,oisitqowqs ai J) cede agaids Jnsaselg yse 0} won ganvonal 
poltsetsvaoo ond of queasy tnoy mb onoyteve ebulonk of olde gated 
sstsvidowgs 3i emiodivs doidw ot eoelg bas emis edt aoisingosest 


tusmnisoest JvOdtive caeigiiine noqe jos bas e055 OF golarsot 
sroreil of ¥ tifieds oxld grigaloyw 

reileage odd oF Vleuootiuo> ableal 

wioiniosh quot 6 oem qled of bise gaied et janw of noselt 
oiteoup 6 lo 2sbis diod ot seteil aolalseb & gash oO} noiastail nol W 
«yisjs1i998 agskaom 4 Tavilod of aide ad oF vieeals woyeit 

~gnivsa ei on tedw nog atdguod? yoo bas tolseqae odd 18 agot 
wtoderqe & YO etaiod sian oft ovig ot olds of 


ee 
apo kaa 


ae Af erk ed a : ey i] “ : 
eee f Gea A 4? 
ames ae A wed Wee i 


ieee 
: ir a} Oy 70 7 v : 


d ‘wry 

ay fl 

a * eee ep 
a Lose: val UAT OR 


' 
i- yy 
ae! 


ww y j a z 
a Wg yi 


6. 


7. 


- 48 - 
Writing reports. 
Establish standards for good reports: 
Complete thoughts and ideas. 
Good sentence structure and correct usage. 
Clear concise reports. 
Story writing. 
Careful planning for continuity and action. 
Sentences and paragraphs clear and concise. 
Interesting beginning and ending. 
Interesting title. 
Note taking. 
Learn that notes are sentences or fragments of sentences. 
Make notes brief and accurate. 
Learn to give authority for words that are quoted, 
Learn to make a note from the most important idea in a paragraph. 
Outlining 
Use an outline to break down a broad topic into several narrow 
topics, giving each main topic a Roman Numeral and each sub- 
topic a capital letter. 
Learn that‘.an outline never has a single sub-topic under a 
given main topic. 
Proofreading. 
Pupils should learn to read written material word-for-word to 
check for errors before handing in the paper. 
Check papers for: 
Spelling 
Capitalization 
Punctuation 
Sentence structure 
Choice of words 
Too many "and's" 
Careless handwriting 
Correct indentation for paragraphing. 
Set up standards for proofreading. Print them ona poster 
for ready and habitual reference. 
Studying sentences, (Written and oral) 
Separate run-on sentences. 
Learn to begin sentences in a variety of ways. 
Combine several short choppy sentences about one subject 
into longer statements. 
Recognize the kinds of sentences: 
Declarative 
Interrogative 
Exclamatory 
Imperative 
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Studying words. ° 


Learn words peculiar to a new experience. 
Learn to employ variety in the use of: words. 
Learn to enjoy colorful words, 
Building new words. 
Alphabetizing 
Use of synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms. 
Substitute accurate words for indefinite ones, such as 
"gadget", "thing", "stuff", etc. 
Brief history of our language 
Note in dictionary the origin of words in common use. 
Develop a word-conscious student. 
How words get and change their meaning, suchas "hello", 
"telephone", "television", etc. 
Learn that words carry emotional meaning and should be used: 
with caution. ("foreigner", "fat", 'skinny'', "plump", ''colored", 
etc. } 
Studying paragraphs. 
Topic Sentence. 
Usually, but not always, the beginning sentence gives an idea 
what the paragraph is about. 
All sentences in a paragraph closely related to one idea, 
Telling ideas in sequence. 
Varying connectives. 
Activities for studying paragraphs. 
Practice different ways sentences in a paragraph may be written. 
Show a picture and have pupils write a paragraph about it. 
Compare sentences of individuals for choice of vocabulary, sen- 
tence structure, etc. 
Keep a story file from year to year. Read to the class the best 
ones written during the years. 
Suggested subjects: 
My Favorite Sport 
My Hobby 
What I Want to Be When I Grow Up. 
What I'd Do If I Had a Million Dollars. 
Make Proofreading habitual. 
Capitalization. 
Capitalize: 
The particular names of lakes, rivers, oceans, mountains, 
peoples, tribes, countries. 
Names of historical events. 
Titles of people: Mr., Mrs., Miss, Dr. 
Im portant words in a book title. 
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Appropriate words in a business letter. 
Names of buildings, public places, geographical areas 
(Great Plains), businesses, organizations. 
Direction words that mean place (North, South, etc.) 
The first word in each main topic and each sub-topic in an 
outline. 
The first word in a quotation. 
12. Punctuation. 
Aposteonia 
To show a letter omitted in contractions. 
To denote possession. 
Colon 
After the greeting in a business letter. 
Comma 
Between name of city or town and state. 
Between day of the month and the year in a date. 
After greeting in social letter and closing in any letter. 
To set off a person or persons spoken to in direct address. 
After "yes" or "no". 
To separate words ina series. 
Exclamation Mark. 
To show strong feeling. 
Question Mark. 
At the end of a question. 
Period. 
End of a statement, 
After initials in names. 
After abbreviations. 
After Roman Numerals, and Capital letter in an outline. 
13. Reference Materials. 
Know the alphabet. 
Be able to alphabetize a list of words, especially words that 
begin with the same first letter. 
Learn to use the table of contents. 
Learn to use the index to locate a list of topics and sub-topics 
that are in the book. 
Learn to use the dictionary effectively. 
To locate words quickly. 
To choose the meaning that best fits the word. 
To find synonyms. 
To divide words into syllables. 
Learn how to find topics in an encyclopedia and to summarize the 
information. 
Begin to use crossreference. 
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Parts of Speech, 


Nouns. (A word is a noun when it is used to name something. ) 
Review singular and plural forms. 

Possessive form. 
Common and proper nouns. 

Pronouns. (A word used to stand for a noun. ) 

Use a pronoun only when it is easy to tell from what has 
already been said what noun the pronoun stands for. 
Never use a noun and pronoun together to stand for the 
same person, 
Ex.: Mary she went with me. 
When usingsxa common subject use the pronoun alone in 
a sentence to determine whether I or me, she or her, 
he or him, we and us, etc. is the correct form. 
Ex.: He andI (me) left early. 
He and I left early. 
Mother gave some money to John and me (I). 
Mother gave some money to me. 

Verbs. (A word used to express action or state of being. ) 
Provide oral and written exercises in finding verbs in 
sentences and deciding whether the verb expresses 
action or state of being. 

Present exercises in which the same word is used in 
different ways. 
Decide which is the verb. 
Ex.: A drop of rain fell on the roof, 
Did you drop the saucer? 
An oral game or pantomime game can be used to express 
verb action with as many verbs as possible. 
Ex.: The child ran to me. 
pranced 
hurried 
rushed 
dashed 
etc. 
Singular and plural verbs 
Give exercises in changing the verb to agree with 
the subject. 
Ex.: The song was funny. 
The songs were funny. 
When the subject is "you" the plural form of the 
verb is always used whether "you" means one or 
more than one. 
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Adjective. {A word is an adjective when it modifies a noun or pronoun, ) 


Adverbs. (A word that modifies a verb, an adjective or another adverb). 


15. 


16. 
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Piay the game "Add an Adjective". 
The first child gives a sentence, "I bought a Car," 
Each child describes the car as he sees it. "I bought an 
old car."' "I bought a yellow car". etc. 
A Mexican blanket is brought to school for social studies. 
What adjectives would describe it? 
Through the window there are evidences a snow storm is 
coming. What words describe the sky, the trees, the sounds, 
etc. ? 
Encourage children to report interesting modifying words 
they find in their reading. Keep a section of the bulletin board 
for such discoveries. 
Expose slides or large pictures. Find words, adjectives 
and adverbs, that describe the picture. 


For practice with adverbs, a child may say "yes", 
impatiently, doubtfully, angryly, etc, 

Usage. 
Children need practice in using correctly forms that they have 
misused. The need here will vary according to the cultural back- 
ground of the children. A list should be made of the common 
errors and practice given on them. Such words as the following 
may show a need for practice: 

begin (I begun) 

wrote (have wrote) 

freeze (have froze) 

break (busted) 

My brother (my brother he) 

those books (them books) 

Haven't any (Haven't no, haven't none, haven't nothing) 
Stories and poetry. 
Have a good selection on hand and read frequently to children. 
It is good practice for the children to hear the teacher tell 
stories. They can learn from her manner of speech, gestures, 
etc. how to tell stories. 


Instructional Material. 


A. 


Basic Textbook. 
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B. Audio-Visual Aids 
Consult the District 60 Catalog for films, filmstrips, and records suit- 
able for the fifth grade language program. 


1. 


3. 


Suggested Records for Teacher Training. 
Developing Good Classroom Discipline. 
Providing for Individual Differences in the Classroom. 
Use of Group Dynamics in the Classroom Teaching. 
Suggested Films: 
The House I Live In (fifth) 
Helping Johnny Remember (fourth) 
How Quiet Helps at School (fourth) 
Appreciating Our Parents (fourth) 
The Other Fellow's Feelings (sixth) 
Suggested Filmstrips: 

Hearing Sounds in Words 

What Is. a Sentence ? 

Words Used Instead of Names 

Using Punctuation Marks 

Studying Long Words 

Test Yourself cn Sounds 

Tricky Consonant Sounds 

Beginning Sounds 

Consonant Sounds 

Fun With Words 

Letters and Sounds 

Letters Which Work Together 

Let's Start with Key Words 

Long Vowel Sounds 

Why Study Grammar 

Words Telling How, When, and Where 

Words That Show Action 

Words That Describe Things 

Your Eyes and Ears Are Helpers 

Using Reports 

Selecting the Theme 

Building Reports 

Making Sense with Sentences 

Phrases and Clauses 

Comma: Parts I, II, and III 

Presenting Quotation Marks 

Writing Conversation 

Contractions 

Apostrophe 

Adjectives 

Adverbs 
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Nouns 

Phrases and Clauses 

Prepositions, Conjunctions, and Interjections 
Recording for Listening and Dramatization 

Aladdin and His Lamp 

Huckleberry Finn 

Legend of Sleepy Hollow 

Advertures of Sherlock Holmes 

Alice in Wonderland 

Best of Mark Twain 

Just-So Stories 

Wizard of Oz 


Vie Evaluation of Student Achievement. 


A. Methods. 


1, 


Keep a file of work done throughout the year. Compare stories for: 

a. Spelling improvement, 

b. Sentence structure improvement. 

ce. Enlarging vocabulary. 

d. Handwriting improvement. 

Helping children learn to evaluate their own progress. 

a. Study file of work and compare succeeding samples with 
previous ones for handwriting, spelling, neatness, paragraph 
form, etc. 

Teacher - made test. 

Standard achievement tests. 
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TEACHING LANGUAGE IN GRADE SIX 


Committee 


Chairman: 


Mrs. Grace Barrett 
Mr. William Little 
Mrs-e Loretta Roth 
Miss Elizabeth Kimler 
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Seah. 
I. Grade Six 


A. Time Allotment: 20 minutes per day. 

B. Learnings of previous grades to be reviewed and observed. 

C. Sequential importance of subject. 
Continue developing skill in good oral expression. Improvement in 
written composition. 


Il. Objectives 


A. To improve the child's ability to communicate by constantly 
advancing his listening, writing, and speaking techniques. 

B. To help him develop confidences in his power to speak and write. 

C. To extend his interests, knowledge, and observations. 

D. To bring about socially accepted standards of behavior that pertains 
to language and develop a sensitivity to the feelings of others. 

E. To give him an awareness of the necessity and of his capacity for 
constant growth. 


III. Scope 


A. Oral Activities, 
1. Oral Stories. 
a. Choice of subject of interest to speaker and listeners. 
Personal experiences. 
Original imaginary story. 
Retelling story read or heard. 
Story about a picture. 
Continuation of a story read or heard. 
b. Good beginning sentences. 
Tell enough in beginning sentence to arouse interest. 
Place on board words that show strong feeling, suggesting they 
might be used in beginning sentences, such as: 
delighted frightened 
astonished excitement 
ce. Tell events in sequence. 
Keep to the point. 
Avoid unnecessary detail. 
d. Plan beforehand what to say. 
e. Use much expression and direct quotations in telling. 
f. Tell the story in such a way the listeners will not be aware 
of the conclusion until the end. 
ge Suggested titles: 
How the World Looks to a: 
Grasshopper 
Mosquito 
Dog or cat 
Child (of some other country) 
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What I Would Do If I Could Do as I Pleased for One Day. 
If I Had Ten Dollars to Spend as I Pleased. 
An Accident 
The Happiest Day of My Life. 
When I Was Treated Unfairly. 
When I Received Great Praise. 
A Tall Tale 
An inanimate object might be personified and made a 
character ina story. 

h. Evaluation 
Set up standards and let each person criticize himself. 
Also have class criticism. 

Tape stories on the tape recorder. 
2. Discussions. 

a. The class should set up standards. The teacher or pupils 
should print them on a chart which should be saved and dis- 
played from time to time. 

Standards should include: 
Keeping to the subject. 
Each individual contributing. 
Good speech. 
Clear thinking. 
Accomplishing a definite purpose. 
b. Topics for discussion. 
Planning a school party. 
Setting up problems for a social studies or science unit. 
A story. 
A painting. 
Current events. 
Health. 
(Health class is an excellent time for discussions, 
for this touches on personal problems and all are 
motivated to participate. Discussions of relationships 
with other members of their families can lead them to 
thinking about controlling their emotions, considering 
others feelings, doing their share of the work, "letting 
off steam" in harmless ways, and saying the proper 
thing in the proper way at the right time. ) 
3. Directions. 
a. Standards for giving directions. 
Have a clear mental picture of what you are telling. 
Be accurate. Use words that tell exactly what they mean. 
Give directions in proper sequence. 
Be brief. Avoid unnecessary detail. 
Make them complete. 
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b. Topics. 
How to get from one place to another: 
From school to home. 
From school to the post office. 
From home to the nearest store. 
From home to a friend's house. 
How to play a game. 
How to make something: 
A cake. 
A game. 
A present for someone. 
How to plant a garden. 
How to perform a magic trick. 
Dramatization. 


This is an excellent motivation for speaking clearly and 
distinctly. Opportunities arise frequently in language, as well 
as in reading and social studies. They may be short, impromptu 
dialogues or with more elaborate preparations, for an assembly 
program. 


ae 


b. 


d. 


Dramatize: 
Old Greek or Roman myths and legends. 
Show how people lived at a certain time in history. 
Show similarities and differences in ways of living of 
people of other countries, 
A story from their reading. 
A safety rule. 
An original story. (They enjoy choosing their own characters. ) 
A radio program from a story. 
A poem. 
The tape recorder can be used to good advantage with plays. 
A radio program can be taped with sound effects. 
Hearing themselves encourages them to enunciate more 
clearly, correct their grammatical errors, improve their 
sentence structure, and adapt their voices to the situation. 
Dramatization could be used to teach: 
Observance of social amenities in conversations in 
certain social situations: 
Host-guest. 
Table conversation. 
How to change the subject to avoid hurt feelings or 
embarrassment to a member of a group. 
How to disagree politely. 
Polite leave of host or hostess. 
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PEG. 


Making introductions. 
Introducing two friends of same age. 
Introducing a friend to an adult. 
Someone to a group. 
Telephone conversations. 
Identifying oneself. 
Speaking clearly. 
Politely calling others to the phone. 
Ending a conversation. 
Taking messages correctly. 
Asking for someone when making a call. 
Keeping calls brief. 
(The Telephone Company has equipment to lend. 
Consult your Audio-visual representative. ) 


Descriptions. 


Standards for giving a good description: 
To carefully obserye what you are going to describe, 
Have a clear understanding of it in your own mind. 
To use words that tell exactly what you mean, 
To be sure to describe clearly enough so the object will 
not be confused with something else. 
To give all important details but no unnecessary ones. 
To help them develop the ability to describe, give the 
children a picture to view and then describe. 
Have practice in describing lost articles. 
Subjects for descriptions: 
An accident or an event they have witnessed. 
A character from a story. 
A setting from a story. 
An object familiar to all, The class may guess what it is. 
A member of the class. The class may guess who it is. 
A science experiment. 
A machine. 
An animal. 
A car. 
A house. 
Dress, homes, or tools used in a certain period of history. 
A ship or plane. 
Practice using descriptive adjectives, verbs, and nouns to 
help describe exactly, as: 
for "walked": strolled 
plodded 
trudged 
hurried 
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for "talked": uttered 
mumbied 
blurted 
recited 
for "bird": robin 
hen 
sparrow 
wren 
for "person": child 
man 
soldier 
tramp 
for "noise": bang 
clink 
creak 
smash 
for "house": hut 
shack 
cottage 
castle 
Oral Reports. 
a. Learn the difference between a report and a story. 
b. Reports may be assigned to individuals or groups. 
ce Choosing a subject for a report. 
Subjects may be chosen from the health, reading, social 
studies, art, music, or arithmetic classes. 
Subject chosen should be: 
Not too broad in scope. 
Of interest to reporter and audience. 
One on which there is available information. 
d. Preparing a report. 
Make a list of questions pertaining to the subject and 
covering the necessary information. 
Use of dictionary 
Meanings 
Pronunciations 
Use of index 
Finding key words 
Use of reference books 
Key words 
Cross references 
Use of table of contents 
Taking notes 
Making outline 
Interviews 
Making sure information is correct 
Use of pictures, charts, or diagrams to add information. 
Practice with a classmate in giving a report. 
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Announcements, 7 hag 
An. announcement is a notice of an event that will take place in 
the future. 
An announcement should be brief and give only the necessary 
information. 
Events to announce: 
Our Science Fair 
Our Hobby Show 
Class Program 
Planning an announcement: 
Choose an item 
Think it through thoroughly 
Discuss how and where to show emphasis 
Practice: 
Talking and listening. 
Working together. 
Writing correctly. 
Check to see that it tells what, who, when and 
where. 
Say it to himself so he can say it without a mis- 
take. 
Talk over public address system. 
Parliamentary procedure. 
Sixth graders’ desire for independence, their wish for making 
their own decisions, and the necessity for being one of the group, 
gang, or club, can be used to great advantage in forming a club 
within classes or the whole class itself. They respond eagerly 
to parliamentary procedure. 
Organize: 
A Hobby Club 
A Safety Club 
A Dramatic Club, or a 
Class Club 
Hold regular election for class president, secretary and treasur - 
er, each with certain duties. 
Suggested Duties: 
President presides at meetings and for opening each morn- 
ing. Secretary writes minutes of the meetings and assists 
in taking roll each day. Treasurer collects and keeps a 
record of money on necessary occasions. 
(At the first meeting the entire class might write the minutes for 
practice. ) 
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Procedures to be learned: - 62 - 


Recognition by the chairman. 
Making, seconding, discussing, and voting on a motion. 
Making nominations, "I nominate ee 
Duties of the chairman: 
Calling meetings to order. 
Calling for minutes. 
Approval of minutes. 
Old and new business. 
Recognizing speakers. 
Controlling discussions. 
Putting motions to vote. 
Democratic action: 
Abiding by will of majority. 
Learning when to speak, 
Listening to others. 
Making decisions. 
Encouraging better speech habits. 
The order of attack should depend upon established language 
patterns of individuals -or groups. Eliminate first the habits 
which mark one illiterate. It seems useless to teach a child 
to say "It is I'' when he says "Ain't got no", "Nuttin", (for 
nothing) or persists in similar offenses. Where the background 
is such that ¢hese errors are not prevalent, then they should 
work on "lie-lay'' and the less offensive errors. In this way 
the text should be adapted to the class. 
Home environment sometimes establishes speech habits difficult 
to overcome. These differ in degree in communities and in 
individuals. Since the teacher can influence the child less than 
the home, her only chance is creating in the child a desire to 
improve. 
Good speech habits of the teacher and rapport between child and 
teacher are of utmost importance in establishing this purpose. 
Persistent use of slang or over-working common words, such as 
"cute" or "good", show lack of vocabulary and should be cor- 
rected from that standpoint. 
Correct usage. 
a. Proper use of verbs after auxiliaries. 
Some of the verb 'demons" are as follows" 


see saw seen 
do did done 
come came come 
go went gone 
run ran run 
sit sat sat 


lie lay lain 


Miacadle rbontsel 9d of ae 


| secmiisdo oft yd noliimgosed 
.toltom £8 mo yriiiey bas ‘tirtiad eth gaibaonée .gatisM | 
ae absrimon I aitott sai cont yaiaisM 
a seemeak{tits edt to esiivd 
Tobts of egititeden gaillsd 
 ,eedenion tok paitfsd"' 
-esiveieon 26 levotagA 
-acanieud wia bas BIO 
-erolnoga guiskrgoss A 
.onsivaycaih galiiorineD 
5tov oO} enoltonr gait 
. moss Dioe1o0rssd 
‘ytivotser te Uw vd poibidA 
wiseqde of sodw gathtaal 
3 sa Tonto OF ynkvoteil 
| -enotineb griteh 
Pica fseege sadtod sii Sicnon 


i 


eaptonasl bodertldsias aogy 
estdand off tetil otanicwta . annie IO. elsubivtbet 1 SA% 
Sligo s dose? o) ‘eualeev entooa 3] .etsisiillt sao Atém of 
gol) .“airiwi" ,"on joe Jota” eyse ef podw Tl ei 70° yen oe 
bavotygtosd oli storlW .eocemvliio t4linnie af eisiaieg fo (painter 
Dingde yous nels .jn¢leve ta fom 916 utette Sean t Jed? Moge a2 
yow aidd ol ,asouto oviangiie eeol oft bas ‘yel.eil” a9 atow 
-éhalo sh of boiqsbe' sd biveds teal’ oc? 
Hosiitihs ; spidad oeeqe eeteildstes eortterntes Jasamotivaes enon 
ni fos veitinensrmros ai seteeh ml tetih eesdT .satonisyo of 
nest pdel blidte edt esasuliai aan tedoaes edt eoni@ | .alsubivibal 
03 otiee5 6 blisto ers ot gniteot> ai-ecmsds ying sd ,smod ort 
verge 
bie blido nsewied t10qq81 bas tedoss? on to etidsd Hoseqs bowed 
snout tg Bid? gaideiidsies qi sonatiogqml tacnmiy Yo ets tonpasd 
e&idoaue ,abtow gormirnos gnislvow-19v09 10 yaeia Io tu Ineiatetod 
-io2 od bivode bas yi sledssov te Askt wede ,"boog" to "sip" 
Jtitogbaate tadt cout beioss 


-eginsilines tells edtay serste x 


aqowt 
Vewollot as ots Fags es dev arti to sito 


t297102 ° 
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Listening. 


give gave given 
begin began begun 
ring rang rung 
write wrote written 
take took taken 
break broke broken 
sing sang sung 
drag dragged dragged 
tear tore torn 
ride rode ridden 

b. Using wrong word to express the proper meaning: 
like -love let -leave 
mad -angry are-our 


"Our" rhymes with flour or sour. 
"Are'' rhymes with star or car. 
Plural or singular forms. 

there is there are 
Redundant words. 

off of that there hadn't ought 
Demonstrative pronouns. 

not-them books 


f. Case of pronouns. 
Ime we us they them 
ge Eliminate analagous forms. 
hisself ain't theirselves ourn 
h. Avoid use of double negatives. 
can't hardly 
i. Name yourself last. 
John and I, not, I and John. 
je Adjectives and adverbs 


real for really or very 
It is a real diamond. 
This apple is very good. 
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Listening is a part of the whole day program. 


Learning to listen is 


the child's greatest need. In any classroom any individual will have to 
listen more than speak. Although it is the most important it is the most 
difficult to teach. One's mind works faster than he can hear the spoken 


word, thus it is likely to wander. 
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A. Ways of Encouraging Better Listening. 

1. Children need to realize purpose of listening. 

2. A child needs to be encouraged to react in some way to what he 
hears but not to interrupt. 

3. Lessons must relate to a child's experiences in order for him to 
visualize what is heard. 

4, Children need to learn to shut out other noises that might interfere. 

5. Listening to recorded stories is good practice. There must be 
greater concentration for there are no gestures or facial expression 
to hold the attention. 

6. Constant inability to listen in a child may indicate defective hear - 
ing or ill health and should be referred to the nurse. 

Vv. Written Expression. 


A. Activities. 


1, 


Writing a newspaper. 


Reading newspapers should be a part of the reading program. 
Note differences between newspapers and magazines. 
Learn difference’ between an editorial and a news item. 
Learn that a news item tells who, what, when, why, and where. 
Plan a class newspaper with editors, reporters, and regular 
members of a staff. 
Letter writing. 
a. Practice-writing friendly letters: 
Thank-you notes. 
Notes to friends who are ill or who have suffered a loss. 
Letters to friends who are away. 
Pen pals in other countries. 
(This may be in connection with social studies. ) 
b. Writing business letters. 
Asking for information or materials. 
Ordering an article, 
(Learn ways of sending money in a letter. ) 
Asking permission to visit a place of business. 
Learning differences in form and content of business 
and friendly letters. 
Learning to fold a letter properly. 
Learning to address envelopes, 
Block form. 
City and state on separate lines in address 
but not in return address. 
Importance of legibility. 
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5. 


6. 


7, 


Written reports. 
Learning to make and use a bibliography. 
Outlining. 
Taking notes. 
Evaluating materials. 
Review movie, radio, television programs and books. 
Writing conversation. 
Slow learners need much repetition and practice on this. Many 
faster learners learn it from observation.in their writing with 
slight prodding. The advanced pupil will quickly see the difference 
in a direct and indirect quotation and even learn to use a quotation 
and punctuate it correctly. Writing original prose often presents 
this need in grade six. 
Writing stories. 
Writing dialogues for plays. 
Writing stories, original or true, for a newspaper or magazine. 
Writing original stories to share with the class. 
A class story book may be set up to be added to throughout the 
term. 
Classify stories: 

Adventure 

Mystery 

Humorous 

Sports 

Animal 
Proofreading. 


Children need to form .a habit of always proofreading their 


papers. They may set up standards for good papers which may 
be printed and exhibited from time to time. Such items as 
sentence structure, spelling, punctuation, indentation, good 
handwriting, etc. should have a place in the check sheet. 
Increased attention to the writing skills. 


a. Writing complete and correct sentences. 
b. Capitalization. 

Ce Punctuation. 

d. Using the dictionary. 


e. Homonyms, synonyms, and antonyms. 
Many common words are misspelled because the wrong 
homonym has been used. 
(A list of homonyms kept by each child or ona 
chart helps them to be aware of the correct meanings. 
This may be added to as they are presented or the 
need for them arises. 
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8. Prefixes and suffixes. 
Their meanings. 
Using the dictionary to find the meaning. 
Changes in spelling. 
How they change some words to a different part of 
speech. (This can be used to good advantage in vocabulary 
work, After pupils have been introduced tc the parts of 
speech it helps them in using the words in their own speech 
correctly. It also helps them to understand the parts of 
speech and their application. ) 
9. Sentences, 
Declarative, interrogative, exclamatory, imperative. 
Compound sentences. 
Subject and predicate. 
Singular and compound 
Diagramming with simple subjects and simple 
predicates may be introduced to the more advanced 
pupils. 
10. Parts of Speech. 
Verbs. 
Recognition of, 
(Verbs need to be completely understood. 
They are the basis of a sentence and once they are 
mastered learning the other parts of speech is much 
simpler. ) 
Singular and plural. 
Agreement with subject. 
Nouns, 
Recognition of, 
Singular and plural. 
Compound and proper, 
Possessive. 
Pronouns. 
Recognition of, 
Singular and plural. 
Case-usage in compound subjects and objects. 
Possessive. 
(Do not use an apostrophe) 
Avoid use of pronoun following its antecedent: 
"Bill, he Pet 
Adjectives. 
Recognition of. 
Demonstrative adjectives. 
Comparison of. 
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Adverbs. mci 

Recognition of. 

Comparison of. 

Difference between adjectives and adverbs in usage: 

good-well we ll-ill 
Prepositions. 

Recognition of prepositions and prepositional phrases. 
Conjunctions. 
imme Recopmclonecr 

Purpose. 

Use. 

Interjections. 

Recognition of. 

Punctuating. 

How they make sentences more expressive and meaningful. 
After learning the parts of speech the children enjoy the following 
rhyme. This is from the Teacher's Manual, Language for Daily 
Use, Mildred Dawson, et al, World Book Co., 1955, page 81. 


Grammar ina Nutshell 


A noun's the name of anything, 
As SCHOOL, or GARDEN, HOOP, or SWING. 


Adjectives tell the kind of noun, 
As GREAT, SMALL, PRETTY, WHITE, or BROWN. 


Instead of nouns the pronouns stand--- 
HER hair, HiS face, YOUR arm, MY hand. 


Verbs tell something being done, 
To READ, COUNT, LAUGH, SING, JUMP, or RUN. 


How Things are done the adverbs tell, 
As SLOWLY, QUICKLY, ILL, or WELL. 


Conjunctions join the words together, 
As men AND women, wind OR weather. 


The interjections show surprise, 
As, OH! how pretty, AH! how wise. 


The whole are called the parts of speech, 
Which reading, writing, speaking, teach. 
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ll. Poetry. 
——The difference between doggerel and good poetry. 

Reading poetry. 

Listening to good poetry. 

Understanding rhyme and rhythm. 

Finding meaning in poems, 

Mood of poems. 

Humorous poems. 

Choral reading. 

Writing poems. 
(A card index of poems suitable for sixth grade may be 
kept and added to from year to year. Following is a 
suggested classification: 


Animals Humor 

Birds Indians 
Christmas Friends 

Other Lands Miscellaneous 
History Nature 
Fantasy Pioneers 


Character Building Thanksgiving 
VI. Teaching Materials. 


A. Suggested Materials for a Teacher's Language File. 

Pictures to use in motivating stories, in giving descriptions, or writing 
captions. 
Better stories, poems, and reports of children, kept from year to year. 
Chart of verb demons 

Present Past With a Helper 
Chart of standards for: 

Giving oral reports. 

Holding discussions. 

Telling oral stories. 

Proofreading written work. 
Chart for rules of order in parliamentary procedure. 
Chart for rules for forming plurals. 
Chart for rules for using capital letters. 
Chart of commonly misspelled homonyms with meanings. 
Chart for usage of common errors. 
Teacher's own handbook of ideas, 
Stories for listening. 

(Formal lessons for listening are often in the Teacher's 
Edition of My Weekly Reader. 
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C. Audio-visual aids. 
Consult the District 60 Visual Film Catalog for helpful films and 
filmstrips. 


Evaluation. 


There must be continuous evaluation of progress and determination of 
needs for further instruction. 

Can the child construct good sentences ? 

Does he recognize and write good paragraphs ? 

Has he gained confidence in his ability? 

Does he evaluate his own progress ? 

Is each child participating in all activities to the extent of his ability? 

Is he able to speak correctly, politely, and with clear meaning and good 

enunciation. 

Does he appreciate poetry? 

Does he proofread his own written work? 

Is he able to organize material properly? 

Is he more able to utilize skills he has learned as a tool to convey 

meaning, consequently giving his attention to content of what is being 

spoken or written. 
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LANGUAGE GAMES 


Carolyn Massey 
Beverly Zook 
Elnola Hance 
Hazel Parker 
Doris M. Jones 
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Language Games 


Games to develop vocabularies 
Have the children 


1. 


Build a dictionary of meanings of new words learned in the different 
subjects or in units of work. This may be a class dictionary recorded 
on a large sheet of newsprint or tagboard displayed in the front of the 
room, or it may be individual copies for the children, 
For example: 
Hibernation means the long sleep which some animals take in 
winter. 
Migration means the traveling which some birds do in the 
spring and fall. 


Have the children 


2. 


3. 


Suggest specific words for general ones as teacher says - "'A nice 

day" - children response with - "warm sunny day" or "'a bad day" 

"cold cloudy day" 

Have the children list as many synon yms as they can for words in 
common use, 

For example: 

For big: large, huge, immense 

For said: remarked, answered, told, replied. 


Have the Children 


4. 


Suggest several ways to express the same idea. 

For example: 

The boy knocked (pounded, beat, thumped, hammered) on the door. 

The circus music made the girl feel happy (merry, gay, joyous, 
pleasant, delightful, jovial.) 


Have the children 


5. 


Find and list different meanings for the same word. 
For example: 

the boy's foot 

the foot of the mountain 

the foot of the bed 

a board which is one foot long 


Have the children 


6. 


Make lists of words which denote picture, sound, or action words 
in stories, 

For example: 

rustle of the leaves 

an appled-cheeked boy 

the gurgle of the brook 

the crackle of the fire 

the splashing of the rain against the window 

a shaggy brown rug of a dog 
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enlcue 
Have the children 
7. Select beautiful and unusual words and phrases from songs, poems, 
and stories they read. 
For example: 
his saddle, his kingly throne; 
hoity -toity 
whirly -twirly 
pell-mell 
petals fall in showers 
he rode like a veteran of all the wars 
The tall elderly man would 
gallop in like the wind onhis white pony. 
lightning like a claw in the sky 
8. Call attention and alert children to new words found in their 
readings. 
For example: 
fascinating 
tantalizing 
moors 
easel 
portfolio 
9. On your paper write a heading Synonyms for one row, Antonyms, 
the second row, and Homonyms for the third row. Pair the words 
and put in correct row. 


follow house tremendous home 
sum see value native 
small exhibit some tale 
appreciate won lack awake 
smolder tame smoke sea 
war asleep flew well 
purr ate constitute display 
own sick per - eight 
forms one tail wild 
precede foreign flue peace 


10. Match abbreviation with name of month. 


September Feb. 
January Aug. 
April - June 
November Oct. 
May Dec. 


February Sept. 
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June Jul. 
December Mar. 
August May 
March Nov. 
July Apr. 
October Jan, 


Match the name of the day of week to the correct abbreviation, 


Sunday Thurs. 
Friday Wed. 
Tuesday Mon. 
Sunday Fri. 
Thursday Tues. 
Wednesday Sun. 


Change the following statements to questions. 


1. Mary goes to Somerlid School. 

2. The circus is coming to town. 

3. I like to read good stories. 

4. We watched Mr. Scott Carpenter as he went into orbit. 
5. School will soon be out. 

6. Mother gave me a new pretty. 

7. Tomorrow is John's birthday. 

8. We will be in Fourth Grade next year. 


Match words which rhyme 


may toe 
hand snow 
hoe brown 
rake name 
grow dill 
town day 
still land 
same fake 


First Grade Do these often and talk about why 
Nouns - who, what - objects, etc. 
Prepositions - place objects on - in - under - with - by, etc, 
Where did Dick go? (Dick went to the house. ) 
Adverb - walk slowly - quickly - fast, etc. 
Verb - walk - run - skip - look, etc. Then who is doing what? 
Adjectives - find different objects - identify - color - size - smooth - 
hard - stripped - soft, etc., pretend - sad - happy - old - brave 
scared, etc. 
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6. Study opposites - big - little - sad - happy, etc. 
7. Pronoun drills - Whom does it refer to - she - he, etc. Jane wants 
Dick. She (Jane, Sally, Dick) 
8. Correct use of words - blank fill ins - too - to - two - for - four - is - 
are -am -has - have, etc. _ 
Sally's - horses - etc. - Let's - 
9. Sentence structure - (telling - asking) 
To help understand punctuation, I have the group write one sentence 
on each little story they copy from the board for understanding. 
Also, we correct mistakes, copy correctly from the board. 
1. Dick is funny. 
2. Can Jane play with Sally, etc. 


2nd grade Word Usage Game 
1. Choose two teams. 
z, Give sentences using words to be practiced 
Example: I have gone to the zoo. 
I have seen a (name of animal). 
What have you seen (name of child)? 
3. Give point to team each time a child does above correctly. 
This game can be used for any words studied in second grade. Story 
can be altered to fit teacher's needs. 


Grade 3-4 Homonym Relay 

Put a list of pairs of homonyms on chalkboard. Divide class into 
even groups. At starting signal the first pupil in each group, go to board 
and write sentence containing the two words. Example: I have ''seen" 
the "scene" of an accident. He may choose any pair he wishes. No 
one else in his group may use that pair but must choose from the remain- 
ing pairs. The winning group will be first completing the assignment 
with acceptable sentences. 


Sixth Comparative Adverb 

Line children in two teams on either side of room. Give an adverb to 
which the player must respond with the comparative and superlative 
forms. Failure to answer correctly means player must go to other side. 
The team with the most players at the end of game wins. (This 
eliminates score during the game. 
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Dictionary Games - Grades 4-8 
Guess What 
Write key words on chalkboard. Read questions aloud to the class. 
Have children write on paper the answers they think correct. After quiz, 
children look up key words. Reread questions. 
Example: Can a weathercock crow? 
If you had a pillion, what would you do with it? Spend, swallow 
or sit on it? 
With what would you regale yourself? 
Is a puffin a small pillow? 
Would it surprise you to find a man in a crow's nest? 
Do you always deport yourself as you should? 
Does your birthday come on the ides of any month? 
Were you ever in a dilemma? 
What is your sobriquet? 
Would you be pleased if someone said you were arrogant? 


List a few alphabet letters on the board and have the children construct 
as many words as they can make out of the letters in 5 or 10 minutes. Specify 
the size word you want them to make (3 letter, 4 letter, etc.) 


WORD TREASURES 
(words which add color to our language) 

Cut out of construction paper a big black "treasure chest'' trimmed with 
"gold" lock, corner brackets, etc. Adda couple of fierce pirates to the 
scene. Let students put action words and descriptive words on cards whenever 
they hear or read good ones. Have the student pin his words beneath the 
chest, action words on one side, descriptive words on the other. Then a game 
may be played with students picking a word from each group and using them in 
a sentence. 
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